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Message from Executive Principal  
 

Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu. 
  
This year has been a year of investment and change at Minaret College - a year 
of laying the foundation for continued improvements ahead.  
 
We have a 10-point plan which outlines our strategic priorities of focus until 
2020. Those four priorities are Community and Islamic Ethos, Student 
Excellence, People & Culture and Operational Integrity. Across both campuses 
we are now entrusted with approximately 1900 students and each student is at 
the heart of each improvement we make.  
 

We started the year with a new staff structure across the College. Each campus is led by a local Head 
of Campus – Mr Rashdan Rashid in Officer and Mr Omar Marzouk at Springvale campus.  
 
To appropriately support the unique phase of students school life, each campus has four Schools – 
Junior Primary (Foundation to Grade 2), Senior Primary (Grades 3 to 6), Middle School (Years 7 – 9) 
and Senior School (Years 10 – 12). Each of these Schools is led by a Head of School with the support 
of specialised curriculum and wellbeing specialists. Our staff structure creates depth of expertise and 
best enables us to provide holistic academic and wellbeing care for our students.   
 
As an independent College we follow the 
Victorian curriculum with strong emphasis on 
literacy and numeracy. Consistent with our 
Islamic ethos, all students participate in weekly 
Arabic, Islamic Studies and Quran lessons. In 
addition to this, for selected primary students 
to memorise Quran, earlier this year we 
introduced our daily Hifz program at both 
campuses.  
 
We are very proud of the first group of our Hifz 
program students - all of them since the launch 
of the program have memorised 2 chapters of 
the Quran, some have completed 3 chapters 
whilst others are on their way to memorising 4 
chapters. This program is now running ahead 
of its schedule. 

Students taking part in the Quran Memorization 
Competition earlier in the year 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Monday 8th October Professional Development Day (school closed for students) 

Tuesday 9th  October First Day of Term 4 

Tuesday 6th November Melbourne Cup Holiday (school closed)  

Friday 7th December Last Day of Term 4 
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To assist our students with current and future life challenges, our students participate in a range of co-
curricular activities. This year our primary students have been introduced to the ‘Leader in Me’ program. 
Leader in Me is designed by Franklin Covey as a student-friendly version of the renowned ‘7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People’ book. The program encourages personal leadership and builds social skills to 
enable success not just at school, but in life. In addition to this program, Minaret provides opportunities 
for all students to participate in a range of activities including community engagement initiatives, 
leadership programs, excursions, inter-faith forums, camps, participation in inter-school sports, 
incursions… and more!  
 
We invite you to visit our school website or Facebook page to view just some of the activities our 
students have participated in this year.  
 
At Minaret College we are focused on 
developing students’ sense of identity as 
Muslim Australians and encourage them to 
contribute to society and humanity through 
excellence and compassion. Our definition of 
success for a student is that they are 
grounded in Islamic principles, have 
developed life skills and are contributing to 
society in a way which is fulfilling for them. 
Amongst our College alumni we have those 
who have gone on to great academic success 
while others have found professional and 
personal success in other areas.  
 
The key to our success is identifying the strengths of each student and tailoring their educational 
experience to enhance their unique skills and abilities. We help our students reach their goals and the 
long standing achievements of our students serves as a testament to our approach.  The table below is 
a testament to our achievements in getting Minaret College students into higher education and we are 
very proud of our legacy to date.  
 
It is an exceptional achievement that over a 13 year period we have got 89% of our year 12 students 
into higher education. 
 

MINARET STUDENT TERTIARY OFFERS SINCE 2005 

  

*Excludes students from 2000 to 2004 since data is not available. 

Year Number of 
VCE 
Students 

Number of 
Tertiary Offers 

Percentage of Year 
12s with Tertiary 
Offers 

Campus 

2000 18 
Data not 
available 
between 2000 
to 2004 

 Springvale 

2001 13  Springvale 

2002 25  Springvale 

2003 33  Springvale 

2004 20  Springvale 

2005 18 15 83.3 Springvale 

2006 28 25 89.3 Springvale 

2007 30 25 83.3 Springvale 

2008 30 24 80.0 Springvale 

2009 43 36 83.7 Springvale 

2010 49 40 81.6 Springvale 

2011 68 58 85.3 Springvale 

2012 61 54 88.5 Springvale 

2013 68 65 95.6 Springvale 

2014 67 59 88.1 Springvale 

2015 82 79 96.3 Springvale 

2016 87 79 90.8 Springvale 

2017 67 60 89.6 Springvale 

2017 22 22 100.0 Officer 

Total VCE 2005-2017 720* 641 89.2%*  

College Alumni - Omar Eletr (School Captain from 2001), 
visited the College in April and met with members of 

Senior Executive and some of his past teachers.   

http://www.minaret.vic.edu.au/index.php?id=1
https://www.facebook.com/MinaretCollege/
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We welcome families to contact the Administration department  for a tour of either campus. As well as 
experiencing a glimpse of school life, you will see the investments we are making in our facilities and 
infrastructure.  

 
At Springvale campus we have most recently 
added a new Early Learning Centre as well as our 
central Place of Assembly which is used by the 
College and community for prayers. Our plans for a 
mosque at Officer campus is at an advanced stage 
and we will be updating the community about our 
progress in the new year.  We continue to update 
our learning spaces to encourage more 
collaborative learning interactions. Our Officer 
campus is changing even more significantly and to 
support enrolment demand we’re investing in new 
purpose-built buildings to ensure our students have 
access to world-class learning facilities.   

 
While the above are some of the more significant changes we’re making, sometimes it’s the little things 
which also make a difference to our students and families. As two examples:  
 
CHANGE OF BOOK SUPPLIER   
 
From 2019 our book supplier will change to Lilydale Books. Lilydale Books were selected to service our 
College community based on their commitment to customer service and value for money.  
 
Lilydale books will stock all required textbooks for our students. Lilydale also offers financially and 
environmentally responsible alternatives such as buying and selling second-hand books. You can learn 
more about Lilydale's range of services at their website: http://www.lilydalebooks.com.au   More specific 
details will be provided in Term 4. 

 
 

The safety of our students is an ongoing 
priority for Minaret College. In partnership 
with Otobus, buses transporting students to 
and from school each day have now been 
fitted with GPS tracking. This change means 
the location of each bus is recorded every 90 
seconds resulting in improved security of our 
students and peace of mind for our families.  
 
In conclusion, thus far 2018 has proved to be 
a year of change at Minaret College.  
 
We will continue to make improvements in order to provide the best educational experience for our 
students and the Minaret Community. We look forward to your ongoing support and partnership. 
  
Parents, Minaret College is an exciting place to be and we look forward to having you as our partners in 

our childrens educational journey. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal 

GPS TRACKING ADDED TO OTOBUS SERVICES 

Year 6 students of Officer Campus engage 
themselves in a classroom science experiment 

http://www.lilydalebooks.com.au/
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Message from Head of Officer Campus 
 

Dear Minaret College parents, students, and staff, 
 
Assalamualaikum warahmatullah wabarakatuh 
 
Alhamdulillah, I am extremely pleased to report some of the successes that Officer 
Campus has experienced so far this year, as well as the highlights of Term 3. I am 
grateful to report that we have achieved major milestones in the construction of 
our new VCE Centre. Currently in the academic area, our Senior School staff are 
busy preparing Year 11 and 12 students for the VCE examination. In addition,Year 
12 students have also finalized their VTAC preference applications for Tertiary 

entry. During this term as well, VCE Parent Information Evening has been organised to facilitate 
parents’ involvements in their son/daughter’s VCE subject selection. This year, VCE handbooks that are 
professionally-designed have been made available to all VCE students.  
 
In placing emphasis on wellbeing and extra-
curricular areas, Senior students from Years 
10 to 12 for the first time had organised 
snow trips to Mount Buller. Finally, School 
Captains’ election for 2019 has been 
conducted involving all students and staff 
and it has been very successful. 

 
 

 

In the Middle School, a Gaming Disorder Workshop - to create awareness on the issues of inattention 
and cognitive deficits among students - has successfully been conducted. Athletics Inter-School 
competition and Athletics Day at Casey Field were greatly appreciated by students.  
 

Our first inter-school athletics medal 
has been won by Marzia from Year 9A 
in the 400 metre sprint. In the area of 
extra-curricular, students participated 
in a 3 Day Multi-Activity Adventure 
Camp with a variety of outdoor 
activities. Students incorporated 
values such as self-confidence, 
leadership, and teamwork through fun 
and exciting activities. Finally, the 
Monash University Champion program 
for selected Year 9 and 10 students 
has been conducted to enhance 
students’ personal development and 
leadership abilities. It has created 
community leaders and global citizens 
among our students. 
 



- Page 5 - 

 

 

 

 
In Senior Primary, the Hifz Information Evening provided our enthusiastic and dedicated parents with 
updates of the program. They were also given opportunity to provide constructive feedback.  
 
Science Week has been celebrated 
campus-wide with the theme of 
Game Changers and Change 
Makers.  
 
This celebration has ignited a new 
level of interest in Science for all 
students and teachers.  
 

 

Finally, during Literacy & Numeracy Week, the 
campus hosted an Author’s Visit to encourage a 
reading culture among students. Students had the 
opportunity to work with author/illustrator, Sue de 
Gennaro, who inspired them into further reading 
and drawing. 

 

In the Junior Primary, our students 
participated in the swimming 
program at Casey Arc Centre. 
Students are encouraged to 
develop strong characters as well 
as strong physical fitness. 
 
An ELC Information Session has 
also been held this term to provide 
parents an insight into the 
programs currently running at the 
Center. Parents were provided with 
an opportunity to meet the campus 
management team, who addressed 
them on future plans for the school.  
 
Finally, a Foundation Transition Program was conducted 
for students starting their Foundation year in 2019.  It 
provided students with some glimpses of the “Big 
School”. Various activities were planned including Hajj 
Simulation, Art & Crafts and Sports. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and 
parents who have made Term 3 a meaningful and 
successful term, alhamdulillah. May Allah reward each 
and everyone of you for your sincere contributions. 
 
 
Rashdan Rashid 
Head of Campus, Officer 
 

 

Early Learning Centre students 
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Message from Head of Springvale Campus 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Assalamu alaykum wa rahmatullahi wa barakatuh, 
 
Term three has been a busy and productive time at Minaret College, Springvale 
Campus. In line with the College’s vision, we have had a number of special events 
which have contributed to the development and education of our students.  
 
These events have included the following within each of the four sub-schools: 
 

 

JUNIOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Jump Rope For Heart: Students participated in a ‘Jump-Off Day’ which is a celebration of the ‘Jump 
Rope for Heart’ skipping program to raise valuable funds for the Heart Foundation. A sum of $1,103.75 
was raised. 

  

Hajj Simulation: As part of Eid-ul-Adha celebrations, students participated in a simulation of the Hajj 

rites. The objective was to educate the children about this Pillar of Islam and gain knowledge about the 

basic rituals of Hajj.  Hoop Time Sports: Year 2 students participated in Junior Primary's very first 

inter-school sports competition - Hoop Time at Dandenong basketball stadium.  Students participated in 

a skills-based clinic and then in a round robin basketball competition..  
 
SENIOR PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Celebration Weeks: Students 
celebrated Science / Literacy / 
Numeracy / Book Weeks, 
which were filled with 
meaningful activities to 
celebrate learning and 
discovery.  
 
Camp: Students participated in 
a number of exciting activities 
during the Years 5/6 Camps 
(Rumbug and ACE-HI) which 
lasted 3 days and 2 nights.  
 
 

Science Week Assembly 
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Cybersafety Awareness: The Australian Federal Police staff conducted special sessions on cyber 
safety and cyberbullying for students, staff and parents.  

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Access Monash Program: A group of Year 9 
students led a special assembly outlining 
information they had gathered from the Access  
Monash Program.  Students created an 
engaging and interactive session promoting 
teritary education to the school community. 
 
Literacy Week Celebration: In order to foster 
a love of reading, students and teachers were 
invited to dress up as their favourite book 
character. In addition, classroom doors were 
transformed into re-creations of well known 
literature.  
 

Year 7 Parent Information Night – This event provided parents/guardians with an insight into the 
transition process for students from Primary to Secondary School and how they themselves could assist 
their child through the transition process.  
 
SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

Building Bridges Programme – Students engaged in a programme called ‘Building Bridges’, where 
students from various schools of different denominations and faiths interact and explore the values of 
tolerance and respect amongst one another. 
 
WHISE Programme – Students participated in a programme with the WHISE (Women’s Health in the 
South East) organisation where they explored the concepts of equality, stereotypes, violence towards 
women, racism, discrimination in our society.  

 

Mt Buller Excursion – Year 12 students had the opportunity to visit the Mt Buller snow fields. It was a 
memorable time to spend out of the classroom environment and enjoy the wonders and magic of the 
snow, which some students have never experienced before. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the support of parents/guardians towards the 
school. Research shows that parental involvement makes a significant difference to educational 
achievement. A strong home-school partnership is essential for developing successful 21st century 
learners. We greatly appreciate parents working collaboratively with the school in continuing to 
consolidate student learning and celebrate their achievements. 
 
May Allah (swt) assist us to enable our students to fulfil their potential … Ameen. 
 
Omar Marzouk 
Head Of Campus, Springvale 

Year 12 at Mt Buller 
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