
 

 

   

  

 

 

17 October 2021 

Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh Minaret Families, 

I hope this letter finds you in the best state of health and iman.  

Just as we were excitedly preparing to welcome our Junior Primary students back to onsite learning 

this week, this morning the Victorian Premier announced that InshaAllah we will be welcoming even 

more students back from Friday. This is outstanding news and we look forward to seeing more 

students back in the classroom earlier than expected InshaAllah. 

To reflect the announcements made today, below is a revised table for onsite learning for the 

upcoming weeks. For the days a year level is listed, they will attend onsite with their teacher and 

peers. For days a year level is not listed, they will continue learning online.  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
18 19 20 21 22 

Foundation Foundation Foundation Years 1-2 Years 1-2 
Years 5-6 
Year 7&11 
Year 10 

25 26 27 28 29 

Foundation  
Year 7&11 
 

Foundation 
Years 3-4 
Years 8-9 
Year 7&11 

Foundation 
Years 3-4 
Years 8-9 
Year 7&11 

Years 1-2 
Years 5-6 
Year 7&11 
Year 10 

Years 1-2 
Years 5-6 
Year 7&11 
Year 10 

1 2 3 4 5 

Student free day 
 

Public Holiday Foundation 
Years 3-4 
Years 8-9 
Year 7&11 

Years 1-2 
Years 5-6 
Year 7&11 
Year 10 

All students 

 

MEASURES TO MINIMISE COVID-19 RISK AT SCHOOL 

As always, the College continues to implement a range of recommendations to minimise risk to 

students, staff and families. We recognise that this is especially important while cases continue to 

emerge in the local community. Families may be aware that all Victorian teachers must have 

received at least their first dose of vaccine by 18 October, or have an appointment to receive their 

first dose by 24 October. At Minaret College, from Monday staff will only be permitted onsite if they 

have received at least one dose of vaccine. We take this action in compliance with government 

Directions and to increase the safety of the College community. 



InshaAllah the school will also be implementing measures to increase ventilation within indoor 

spaces and installing air purification devices as per government recommendations. The first batch of 

air purification devices will be used for VCE exam settings, with further devices being rolled out to 

classrooms as they become available.  

STUDENTS SHOULD STAY HOME IF UNWELL OR ARE IDENTIFIED AS A CLOSE CONTACT  

While the College is working hard to increase safety at school, we are also reliant on each other to 

keep the College community safe. There are two scenarios when we ask that students do NOT 

attend onsite. They are: 

1. If showing any symptoms of cold or flu, including fever, chills or sweats, cough, sore throat, 

shortness of breath, runny nose, headache or loss or change in sense of smell or taste. In 

this situation, please ensure the student is tested and isolates until a negative result is 

received. If a student develops any symptoms while at school, we will contact families to 

request they are taken home immediately.  

2. If a student is identified as a close contact. This includes attending a site that is later 

identified as a Tier One exposure site or if a household member tests positive to COVID-19. 

In this situation, please get tested and isolate. Students should only return to school after 

testing negative after Day 13 of isolation and receiving clearance from the Department of 

Health 

If in doubt regarding your personal situation, please stay home and call the Coronavirus Hotline on 

1800 675 398 before attending school onsite. For further details please also refer to 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/what-do-if-you-are-close-contact. 

PRIMARY STUDENTS TO WEAR FACE MASKS 

When returning onsite, Primary students from Year 3 to Year 6 will be required to wear a mask when 

indoors. This includes wearing a mask while in shared transport, including the school bus. Wearing a 

mask while indoors is also strongly encouraged but not mandatory for Junior Primary students. 

Primary school students will not be required to wear a mask when outdoors.  

We understand that for some students this will be a significant change, and we will work with them 

to ensure that it’s something they become increasingly comfortable with. We request that parents 

support us introduce this change and send students to school with a mask they find most 

comfortable to wear. Throughout the day, Primary students may also spend time in outdoor learning 

spaces so as to decrease the amount of time they spend wearing a mask throughout the day 

wherever possible. 

ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES 

In lead up to your child returning onsite, you may be contacted by teachers regarding specific 

arrangements for your child. These may include using a specific gate for entry and exit and an earlier 

dismissal time. All measures introduced are designed to minimise mixing of students across year 

levels as much as possible. These measures minimise transmission risk and makes contact tracing 

easier in future if required.  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/what-do-if-you-are-close-contact


We also request that when dropping or picking up your child, you do not enter the campus ground. 

Instead, please leave your child at their designated drop-off/pick-up locations and maintain 1.5m 

physical distance with others at all times.  

We ask for your co-operation and patience as we continue to explore new ways to keep our 

community safe.  

CASUAL DRESS 

Also as a reminder, for the remainder of 2021, students are permitted to wear neat, casual dress 

rather than their school uniform. We understand that students may have outgrown their uniform 

during extended lockdowns and it would be impractical to buy a new uniform this late into the 

school year. Please ensure their dress is neat, presentable and meets the Islamic ethos of the 

College. Students who prefer to attend in school uniform are also permitted to do so.  

We expect many students will be excited to be returning to onsite learning to be with their friends 

and teachers again. We also acknowledge that for some, this may be an anxious time as restrictions 

are lifted and we start socialising with others once more. If you have concerns about your child, or 

would like to bring something to our attention, please contact their teacher or Head of School who 

will ensure all students are supported through this significant transition InshaAllah. As always, in 

partnership and with open communication, we will navigate the coming weeks together. 

May Allah (swt) protect our community and give good health to those currently being tested. 

Ameen. 

Stay safe, 

 

Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal 


