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28 July 2020  

 
Dear Minaret Family 
 
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu,  

  
InshaAllah this letter finds you in the best state of Iman and staying safe during this unprecedented health 

crisis. 

Alhamdulillah it feels timely that we are now in the blessed days of Dhul Hijjah. With restrictions being 

placed on Hajj this year due to COVID-19, it feels fitting that particularly on the Day of Arafat on Thursday, 

InshaAllah we can each spend time individually or with our families in reflection and increased worship of 

Allah SWT. Please keep the College community and all of humanity in your dua over the coming days.  

As a reminder, to allow families to benefit from the coming Day of Arafat and celebrate Eid, the College 

(including ELC) will be closed on both Thursday 30 and Friday 31 July. This means that there will be no 

onsite supervision, face to face learning or online classes on those two days. Classes and supervision will 

resume as scheduled on Monday 3 August InshaAllah. 

EXPECTATIONS OF ALL FAMILIES WITH STUDENTS ATTENDING ONSITE 

Given the increased community transmission of COVID-19, I’d like to remind families of the requirement to 

notify the College via the relevant Head of School in the following circumstances: 

 A student has cold or flu-like symptoms – in this situation the student should NOT come to school. 

As per public health advice, the student should go for testing and isolate themselves until results are 

received. 

 A student lives in a household or is considered a direct contact of someone who has tested 

positive to COVID-19 – as per public health advice, all individuals who are a direct contact should be 

tested immediately and isolate for 2 weeks. They must NOT attend school. 

Our collective safety relies on every body doing their bit and so we request the co-operation of our families 

to follow public health advice and notify us as soon as possible. 
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ONLINE LEARNING GUIDES – NOW AVAILABLE 

The College has updated our Online Learning Guides for Term Three. The guides provide families and 

students with important information about our approach to online learning as well as contact details for 

coaches or Heads of School. Having a clear and shared understanding of how we will continue to facilitate 

learning in the coming weeks will allow us to work together to best support our students. The guides are 

now available on our website using the following link https://bit.ly/331O09w. 

2020 CENSUS 

Included with this letter is a notification of the upcoming College Census. The census occurs each year and 

we participate in order for the Government to allocate funding appropriately. Full detail of what occurs 

during the census is provided in the notification. If you have questions, please contact our Admin team or 

the Department of Education, Skills and Employment using the contact details at the end of the notice. 

EID MUBARAK! 

Finally, I’d like to take the opportunity to wish all our families Eid Mubarak. Similar to Ramadan and Eid al-

Fitr, we will miss the opportunity to greet our families at the Eid Prayer. Please adhere to public health 

guidelines, and let’s find a way to celebrate within the safety of our homes while staying connected through 

technology with the ones we love.  

We hope that each member of our community finds a special way to celebrate this important occasion and I 

ask that Allah (swt) keeps us in continued health and safety in the weeks and months to come.  

Stay Safe, 

 

Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal  

 

https://bit.ly/331O09w
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Dear parent / guardian / staff member 

2020 Non-Government School Census collection notice 

The Australian Government provides funding to Australian schools under the Australian 

Education Act 2013 (AE Act). The AE Act and the associated Australian Education Regulation 

2013 (the AE Regulation) require that a school authority provides the Australian Government 

with certain information about the school, its staff, and student body to ensure the school’s 

funding is properly calculated and appropriately managed. This information is collected by 

the Department of Education, Skills and Employment (the department) on behalf of the 

Australian Government.  

What information does the department collect in the Non-Government Schools Census? 

Any personal information collected is protected by law, including the Privacy Act 1988, and 

will be handled in accordance with that Act, the AE Act and the AE Regulation.  

The authorities that operate schools, such as a Catholic Education Office or an independent 

school authority, will provide basic information about the school to the Australian 

Government. This includes its name, address, contact details and years of schooling offered. 

The school authority must provide information to the department about the makeup of the 

school’s staff and student body during an annual school census. This is because Australian 

Government funding varies according to whether students are primary, secondary, receiving 

distance education, or are overseas students and is calculated to provide additional funding, 

called ‘loadings’, for students at educational disadvantage. 

The school authority must provide the department with information about the number of 

staff and students at the school (no names are provided), including the number of: 

 teaching and non-teaching staff 

  primary and secondary students 

  full-time and part-time students 

  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander staff and students  

  students with disability 

  students receiving distance education 

  boarding students 

  overseas students. 



 

 

The department will also collect the name, position and contact details of the staff member 

nominated as the primary contact for the annual census. 

The authority is required to publish some of this information, and it is also published by the 

Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) on the My School 

website at www.myschool.edu.au. 

There may be circumstances in which a school authority will voluntarily provide personal 

information about individual students to the department. Where a student has not attended 

a school during the annual Census Reference Period, but the authority wishes to receive 

funding for them, the authority will provide the department with information about a 

student showing they meet funding criteria. The department does not require information 

that identifies an individual student and asks the authority to censor any documents before 

providing them. The department will destroy any documents it deems sensitive immediately 

upon receiving them. 

Why is this information collected? 

The department collects the information outlined above for the purposes of the AE Act, 

which include: 

 calculation of Australian Government funding 

 publishing and providing information about schools to the public. 

The department also uses the information for research, statistical analysis, and policy 

development on school education for the Australian Government. 

Aggregated information from the annual school census about the school’s student body may 

also be used to validate data from other collections undertaken by the department, such as 

the Student Residential Address And Other Information Collection.  

Who receives this information? 

School authorities provide this information directly to the department. The department may 

in turn pass the information on to ACARA, state and territory education departments and 

authorities, the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), and the Productivity Commission. 

Information passed to ACARA, state and territory education authorities, the ABS, and the 

Productivity Commission is used by those organisations for their public purposes. For 

example, the information collected from school authorities under the AE Act forms part of 

the national statistical collection maintained by the ABS. 

From time to time, the department engages contractors to audit or verify school records to 

ensure that the information a school authority provides to the department on behalf of a 

school is accurate. The information previously collected by the department may also be 

passed onto these contractors for this purpose. When carrying out an audit, the contractors 

may need to access information about individual students from the school’s records. This 

information may be ‘personal information’ within the meaning given in the Privacy Act 1988. 

http://www.myschool.edu.au/


 

 

The contractors may pass this information onto officers within the department if there is a 

discrepancy in the data provided by the school and the school’s records and further 

investigation is required. 

The department will also provide the information to other organisations if required or 

authorised by law to do so. Other than in exceptional circumstances (for example, 

investigation of fraud relating to overseas students), the department does not disclose any 

of the personal information collected to overseas recipients. 

Contacts for further information 

If you have questions about the collection of information about schools by the Australian 

Government under the Australian Education Act 2013, please contact: 

The Recurrent Assistance for Schools team at: schools@dese.gov.au. 

You can get more information about the way in which the department will manage any 

personal information collected, including information on accessing or correcting that 

personal information, and how to make a complaint, in our full privacy policy at 

www.dese.gov.au/privacy or by requesting a copy from the department at 

privacy@dese.gov.au. 
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