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3 June 2020 

Dear Minaret Family 
 
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu,  

  
InshaAllah this letter finds you in the best state of health and iman.  

First, I’d personally like to thank all our families for your support throughout our period of online 

learning, including our recent return to face-to-face learning for students in Foundation, Grade 1, 

Grade 2, Year 11 and Year 12. As we’ve welcomed many students back to face-to-face learning, 

we’re reminded of the important role school life plays in so many aspects of our students’ lives, 

including their academic progress, social interaction and mental health. We look forward to 

welcoming all students back to face-to-face learning from Tuesday 9 June InshaAllah.  

The most important consideration when returning to face-to-face learning has been the safety of our 

students and the community. We have made many changes to minimise risk of transmission 

including health and hygiene resources and social distancing measures. While social distancing is not 

a requirement for students, the government requires that schools ensure that when dropping off 

and picking up students, adults are able to do so in a way which maintains the required distance of 

1.5m. For this reason, parents are required to remain in their cars during drop off and pick up and 

we have closed Lewis st gate. Due to the road and proximity of parking, it is difficult to create a 

system at Lewis st gate which is efficient and meets public health and safety requirements. It will 

therefore continue to be closed until further notice.  

As part of our traffic management plan, this week we also dismissed buses earlier so that traffic 

congestion is minimised. We appreciate the patience our families have shown as we’ve trialled 

different approaches. The weather this week has challenged us and so again, I’d like to express my 

appreciation to all our families for your support. We are comfortable with what we’ve achieved at 

drop off time each morning however further changes are required in preparation for the return of 

more students next week. 

To ensure the safety of our students, as well as compliance with public health guidelines, we will be 

introducing the following changes from Friday this week:  

 Buses will continue to be dismissed slightly earlier each day. Students may arrive home 

around 10 minutes earlier than their usual arrival time. 
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 For families who live within 500m of the College, a designated ‘walk-in pick up’ location will 

provided. Registered students will be brought to the signed area at the front of the main 

entance. Please note, this will ONLY be available to families who walk to school from their 

home. Parents are NOT permitted to park their car outside and walk into school grounds 

to pick up their child - doing so goes against the requirements to minimise adult contact 

around schools and puts the College in breach of current public health guidelines. 

 For students who are picked up in a car by a parent or carer, the following arrangements 

will apply from Friday: 

o Primary students who are picked up alone or ONLY with other primary students will 

be dismissed at 3pm.  

o All other students will continue to be dismissed at the standard finish time of 

3.35pm. This includes: 

 Primary students who are also picked up with secondary students 

 All secondary students 

o This week, families who have at least one student attending junior primary will be 

issued a windscreen sign. Families with at least one student attending senior 

primary will be issued with a sign on Tuesday next week InshaAllah. The signs will be 

used in the following ways: 

 Cars picking up ONLY primary students - the sign will allow the car to enter 

the main gate any time before 3.30pm (students will be dismissed at 3pm).  

 Cars picking up BOTH primary and secondary students must display the 

sign and will only be permited to enter the main gate after 3.30pm 

(students are dismissed at 3.35pm). Displaying the sign will also allow us to 

bring your child to meet you more efficiently. 

 Cars picking up ONLY secondary students will not be issued a sign. 

Secondary students will be dismissed at the normal 3.35pm finish time. 

 Any cars NOT displaying a sign will not be permited to enter the main gate 

until after 3.30pm. 

o All students should be picked up by no later than 4pm 

Please remember that our Admin building is only accessible to parents from 9am until 3pm each day. 

Also, drop off arrangements remain the same. Drop off is only via the main gate and parents must 

remain in their car. Staff will ensure students get from the car to classrooms in safety InshaAllah. 

Some of our littlest students may not be immediately visible from your car so please follow the 

instructions given by security staff carefully. 

Finally, early pick up is ONLY available to parents as an exception if a child has a medical 

appointment or similar. To minimise class disruption at the end of the day, we typically do not allow 

early pick up before 3pm. This will now change to 2.30pm for all students. Parents who need to pick 

up a child early on a particular day should approach the Admin team before 2.30pm. The earlier time 

will remain in place for as long as we stagger finish times. 
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By the end of this week, primary teachers will be making contact with primary student families. If 

you have any questions about the above arrangements, please feel free to clarify with them. 

Similarly, if you are not able to attend the college at the earlier pick up time, please let the teacher 

know so they will arrange for the student to be dismissed at the standard dismissal time of 3.35pm.  

I’d like to thank our families once again for your co-operation. Over recent months we’ve made 

many changes and we continue to learn and refine our approach. We hope the staggered pick up 

times will alleviate the delays some of our families have experienced in recent weeks. We will 

continue to monitor the approach we’re introducing and make changes if required. I’d also like to 

thank the teachers who have literally worked through sun and storms to ensure the safety of our 

students. We respect the amanah that is placed in us each day and thank you all. Jazak Allah Khair. 

May Allah (swt) continue to protect our community and guide our decisions. Ameen.  

Kind regards, 

 
Omar Marzouk 

Head of Springvale Campus 

 


