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14 May 2020 

 

Dear Minaret Family 
 
Assalam Alaykum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu,  

  
InshaAllah this letter finds you in the best state of health and iman. I also hope Ramadan has been a 

productive, blessed time and that we are all making the most of these final 10 days. 

The past few months has been a time of challenge and change for all of us. For schools, it has meant 

transforming the way we facilitate learning so our students could learn from home. Alhamdulillah I 

am so pleased with what we achieved together; everyone played their role. Students have shown 

their resilience, teachers have shown their dedication and our families demonstrated patience and 

commitment. I thank you all for your support during this time. 

We were pleased with the recent announcement from the Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews and 

Chief Health Officer Dr. Brett Sutton – it is safe for students and teachers to return to face-to-face 

learning. Despite all the efforts we have put into Online Learning, I think we all share the view that 

schools play an important role in the lives of our students, not just academically but socially. The 

College is not the same without them and we look forward to welcoming them back to school. 

The below outlines key dates for our transition back to face-to-face learning: 

 The date for Eid will be confirmed later, however it seems likely it will fall on Sunday 24 May. 

Therefore, as per our tradition of three days to celebrate Eid, the College will continue to be 

closed on Monday 25 and Tuesday 26 May.  

 On Wednesday 27 May, teachers only will return for a planning day. No onsite or online 

learning will occur on this day. 

 On Thursday 28 May, Foundation, Grade 1, Grade 2, Year 11 and Year 12 students will 

return to school – online learning will cease for these year levels, other year levels will 

continue to learn online. School day start and end times will revert to normal timetable. The 

day will start at 8.30am and students will be dismissed at 3.35pm. For students who take 

buses, the buses will also resume their normal route from this day.  

 Monday 8 June is the Queen’s Birthday public holiday and the College will be closed for all. 

 On Tuesday 9 June, students from Grade 3 to Year 10 will return to school – online learning 

will cease for these year levels. If students need to return to onsite learning earlier than 9 

June, please contact our Admin team to register their attendance. 
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While the risk for students at schools is low, we are taking measures to further decrease that risk. 

These measures include: 

 Changes to timetables to allow for staggered recess and lunch. 

 Prayers will not be conducted in congregation. Prayers will be made in classrooms with 

disposable prayer mats. 

 There will be no excursions or camps. Work experience is cancelled. 

 Playgrounds will be closed – students will be able to play on the oval or courts. 

 Water fountains will be closed. Please ensure your child comes to school with a bottle of 

water. 

 Sanitiser will be made available at key locations. 

 Additional cleaning and sanitising will be completed at the end of each day. 

We will continue to monitor these measures and make changes based on public health advice. 

Our focus for students as they return will be their wellbeing. We know this has been an unsettling 

time for them and it has been weeks since many have seen their friends. We are planning on how 

we welcome them back to their normal routine in a special way. 

Just like we all had a role to play during Online Learning, we all have a role to play to keep schools 

safe. To our parents and families, I have the following requests: 

 Please stay safe at home whenever possible. Follow the guidelines to ensure the ongoing 

health of yourselves and our community. 

 Do not send your child to school if they are feeling unwell. This includes runny noses, sore 

throats, fevers. If your child comes to school and becomes unwell, we will contact families to 

pick them up. 

 Staggered drop off and pick up times are not possible so we need to pay special attention to 

social distancing on these occasions. 

o Parents must remain in the car when dropping off or picking up their child. 

o Parents will not be permitted to enter the school premises. 

o The Admin building will only be accessible to parents between 9am and 3pm. 

o The Lewis street gate at Springvale campus will be closed until further notice. 

 The Café will be open from the first day back. To speed up service and delay crowded wait 

times, please order via lunch orders or online using the Flexischools app whenever possible. 

 Finally, simplified reports will be produced for Semester One however Secondary parent. 

teacher interviews will be held differently - interviews will be available online only. Further 

details will follow closer to the date. 

We are pleased to be welcoming students back but we also know the Coronavirus has not gone 

away. While our focus will return to face-to-face learning, we will continue to invest in our Online 

Learning solutions so that if we need to return to that mode of learning, we are all prepared for a 

smooth transition. 

 



3 
 

I thank you again for your support. Our Minaret Family continues to hold strong and we will continue 

to work in partnership for our students. 

May Allah (SWT) accept our dua in these final days and may He bless our homes and hearts with sabr 

and iman. Ameen. 

Kind regards, 

 
Mohammed Taksim 

Executive Principal  

 


