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MISSION

VISION

PHILOSOPHY

Our Mission is to provide an integrated Islamic and secular education that will
help the students develop their talents and capacities to their full potential, taking
into account the social, cultural, and economic needs of the Islamic community
and the nation as a whole.

The Vision of Minaret College is to produce a healthy Australian Muslim
identity which is: connected, conscious, sincere to its traditions and committed to
excellence, good citizenship and compassionate service to humanity.

Our Philosophy is to help students improve their learning and increase their
knowledge on a daily basis to the best of their abilities.
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Message from  
the  
Executive Principal 

Making decisions today that will influence a 
student for years to come may seem like a 
daunting task. At Minaret College we understand 
the significance of the transition into Victorian 
Certificate of Education (VCE). Our objective is to 
assist our students understand the numerous 
study and career options available to them and 
position them for success now and in the future.

The Minaret Team is experienced and resourced to 
support students make important life choices. In 
2019, 98% of Minaret students who submitted an 
application for tertiary study received at least one 
offer. We had 13 instances of students achieving a 
subject study score that placed them in the top 
9% of the state. One student also achieved a 
perfect study score for English as an Additional 
Language. We are proud of the results of our 
graduates Alhamdulillah. However, our ambition is 
to always do better for our students. By working 
collaboratively with students and their families, we 
are confident our students will reach their goals 
InshaAllah.

There are two key components to prepare for 
success in VCE – individualised study plans and 
subject selection. Individualised study plans lay the 
foundations by encouraging students to make 
lifestyle adjustments which align to their goals. 
The plan includes time management, study/work 
habits and motivation strategies. Subject selection 
can itself be a source of motivation but will also 
shape possible career and tertiary options in 
future. It is therefore important to consider the 
future in order to make the right decisions today.

 
There are many alternatives for students. This 
handbook captures much of the information 
required to make decisions regarding VCE. 

However, for more personal advice we 
recommend students make time to speak with the 
VCE Coach, Wellbeing Coach, Careers Coach or 
any relevant member of staff to ensure individual 
questions are answered and tailored guidance can 
be provided.

I also encourage students to familiarise 
themselves with VCE processes and key dates 
now. Minaret College administers VCE in 
compliance with the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority (VCAA). Therefore, while 
we will always want what is in the best interest of 
our students, the College must always act in 
compliance with VCAA guidelines.

Finally, to our students, I hope you will find this 
handbook helpful as you embark on this important 
phase of your studies. It is a period of challenge 
and growth and the Minaret Teaching Team are 
ready to guide and support you. We all look 
forward to seeing you achieve your personal goals 
in the years to come.

Mohammed Taksim

Executive Principal
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Introduction 
Minaret College offers a comprehensive range of VCE studies each year.  Students 
are able to choose those studies and units which best meet their needs.  However, 
students should think carefully about choosing a realistic course – one that 
matches their abilities and interests.  

Senior Staff Contacts

At all times, the teaching staff is available to provide advice and assistance.  However, more specific 
advice on the structure of the VCE and tertiary entrance requirements can be obtained from:

Mohammed Taksim  
Executive Principal 
Email: taksim@minaret.vic.edu.au

Omar Marzouk 
Head of Springvale Campus 
Email: omarzouk@minaret.vic.edu.au

Rashdan Rashid 
Head of Officer Campus  
Email: rrashdan@minaret.vic.edu.au

Aguss Hashim 
Head of Senior School- Springvale Campus 
Email: ahashim@minaret.vic.edu.au

Atif Khan 
Head of Senior School- Officer Campus 
Email: akhan@minaret.vic.edu.au

Ogbaad Jama 
VCE Strategist 
Email: ojama@minaret.vic.edu.au

Jalila Azadzoi 
VCE Coach  
Email: jazadzoi@minaret.vic.edu.au

Vanjalyn Sharma 
VCE Coach  
Email: vsharma@minaret.vic.edu.au

Rohani Mohamad 
VASS Coach 
Email: rmohamad@minaret.vic.edu.au

Sayeeda Bawa  
Careers Coach 
Email: sbawa@minaret.vic.edu.au
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Choosing Your VCE Program

Your VCE program is the complete list of VCE units 
you do over two years – or longer if you choose – 
leading to the award of your VCE. Usually, this will 
consist of 22-24 units taken over two years. If you 
are planning to take some units 3 and 4 in Year 11, 
you should remember that these are more difficult 
than units 1 and 2. Also keep in mind that you can 
vary the number of units you do in any one year – 
you do not have to do twelve or fourteen units in a 
year. You must inform the VCE/VASS Coach of 
your intention to enrol in any VCE subject outside 
school (e.g., LOTE) and bring the enrolment form 
from the Victorian School of Languages.

Choose VCE subjects that allow you flexibility 
should you change your mind about the tertiary 
course you want to study. In general, choose VCE 
subjects that you:

• like
• are good at and
• meet the requirements for future study or

work.

VCE Structure

To be awarded the VCE, students should 
satisfactorily complete at least 16 units of study 
including: 

• three units from the English group, including a
Unit 3-4 sequence

• at least 3 other sequences of Unit 3-4 studies,
which can include further sequences from the
English group.

Year 11 students at Minaret College have the 
opportunity to study up to two Year 12 subjects 
(typically one at school and a language other than 
English outside school) which count towards their 
VCE. This depends on their overall marks in Year 
10, attendance and attitude.

Year 10 students at Minaret College have the 
opportunity to study up to three Year 11 subjects 
- one VCE elective, one compulsory Religion and 
Society or Texts and Tradition and VCE language 
administered by VSL, which count towards the 
VCE program. This depends on their overall marks 

in Year 9, attendance and attitude. It is compulsory 
for all Year 10 students to take Texts and Traditions 
Unit 1-2 or/and  Religion and Society Unit 1-2 at 
Minaret College. Other Unit 1-2 subjects may also 
be offered as electives to Year 10 students which 
are subject to availability and the timetable.

Currently, these VCE elective subjects include:

Applied Computing       
Mathematical  Methods

Biology

Legal Studies

Business Management 

Media

General Mathematics

Studio Arts

Health and Human Development 

Promotion Policy

Year 9 and 10 students will be automatically 
promoted to the next year level when they: 

1. demonstrate an attendance record of at least
90% excluding authorised absence in
semesters 1 and 2.

2. satisfactorily complete the core subjects
(English, Mathematics, Humanities and
Science) which have scored assessments and
semester exams.

3. respect and abide by the Minaret College
Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Policy.

Eligibility to Study VCE Subjects in Year 10

It is compulsory for all Year 10 students to take 
Texts and Traditions unit 1 and/or Religion and 
Society Unit 1.

A second VCE subject from the following list is 
offered to all Year 10 students. However, students’ 
enrolment in the second VCE subject depends on 
their Year 9 academic performance as shown in 
the table on the following page.
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Eligibility to Study VCE Subjects in Year 11

Students can choose any combination of VCE Unit 
1-2, Unit 3-4 and a language subject at VSL 
(Victorian School of Languages) listed in the table 
below.

• Other combinations are possible, subject to
approval by the Head of Senior School.

• Achieve a satisfactory performance in VCE unit
1 and unit 2 with minimum of 50% average in
all assessments and semester 1 and 2 overall.

• Students in Year 11 who wish to do Unit 3-4
without completing Unit 1-2 of that subject
need to lodge an application for approval and
satisfy the criteria below:

Eligibility to Study Unit 3-4 in Year 11

In order to study one subject at unit 3 and 4 
level in Year 11, a satisfactory completion of 
relevant Unit 1-2 is required before taking Unit 3-4 
in any study. 

• If any  student wishes to study a Unit 3-4 in
Year 11 without completing a relevant Unit 1-2
subject in Year 10, he/she must achieve
a minimum of 80% in English and in the
relevant related subject in semesters 1 and 2
overall. Example: studying Unit 3-4 Business
management without Business management
Unit 1-2. Must score 80% and above in Year 10
Commerce. If there is no relevant subject for
reference, (example with Legal studies,
computing) the student must score a combined
average of 70% and above.

For any student who wishes to study two subjects 
at Unit 3-4 level in Year 11 (refer to combination 
number 6 above), a satisfactory completion of 
relevant Unit 1-2 is required before taking Unit 3-4 
in that study. He/she must also achieve a 
minimum of 80% in Year 10 English and a 
combined average of 80% for all other subjects.

If any student does not satisfy the requirement 
above then he/she is required to lodge an 
application for approval with the VCE Coach to 
satisfy the following criteria:  

VCE Subject Unit 
1&2

Year 9 
Subject

Overall 
average 
required in 
Year 9

Biology Science 70% or 
higher

Health and Human 
Development

Science 70% or 
higher

Legal Studies Humanities 70% or 
higher

Business 
Management

Commerce 70% or 
higher

General 
Mathematics

Mathematics 70% or 
higher

Mathematical   
Methods

Mathematics 80% or 
higher

Arts (Studio Arts 
and Media

Arts 70% or 
higher

Computing IT 70% or 
higher

All subjects listed in the table are conditional on the 
timetable and enrolment.

Combination Number 
of 
subjects 
in Year 11

Unit 
1-2

Unit 
3-4

Language 
at VSL

1 6 5 1 0

2 6 4 1 1

3 5 4 1 0

4 5 5 0 0

5 6 5 0 1

6 6 4 2 0
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Promotion to Year 12 

Year 11 VCE students will achieve automatic 
promotion when they:

1. complete at least eight VCE Unit 1 & 2 in year 
11.

2. achieve satisfactory grades (S) in all VCE unit 1 
and 2 subjects.

3. demonstrate attendance record of 90% in VCE 
subjects studied in semesters 1 & 2. 

4. respect and abide by the Minaret College 
Student Code of Conduct and Discipline Policy. 

Where the student’s performance and school 
report indicate that he/she has not met any or all 
standards for promotion as stipulated above, the 
student will be referred to the Promotion Review 
Panel.

Eligibility to Study VCE Subjects in Year 12

In order to study a Unit 3-4 level in Year 12, a 
satisfactory completion of relevant Unit 1-2 is 
required. 

If any student does not satisfy the requirement 
above then he/she is required to lodge an 
application for approval with the VCE Coach and 
Head of School’s to satisfy the criteria below:

• If any student wishes to study a Unit 3-4 in year 
12 without completing a relevant Unit 1-2 
subject, he/she must achieve a minimum of 
80% overall in Year 11 English. In addition, he/
she must achieve a combined average of 70% 
for all other subjects.

Minaret College reserves the right not to enrol a 
student in Year 11 when the student‘s 
examinations or assessment grades in Year 10 are 
considered unsatisfactory for the challenges of 
Year 11 study, or where grades are inferior, the 
effort and attitude of the student in Year 10 is 
considered unacceptable or the student’s 
attendance and/or lateness record is unacceptable.

VCE Assessment

Satisfactory Completion 

VCE graduation depends on the satisfactory 
completion of the outcomes for each of the units 
that make up a student’s course of study. These 
outcomes are specified in the Study Design, 
published by VCAA for each study and they 
describe the knowledge and skills required for 
satisfactory completion.

Satisfactory completion of the outcomes for a unit 
results in the awarding of an ‘S’ (Satisfactory). 
Failing to satisfy the requirements of the 
outcome/s will result in an ‘N’ (Not Satisfactory) 
being  awarded for the whole unit.

The ‘S’ or ‘N’ result for all students is reported to 
VCAA for Units 1, 2, 3 and 4 in each subject and 
appears on each student’s statement of results. 

Levels of Achievement and School Assessment 

Unit 1-2 Assessment 

The ‘S’ or ‘N’ results are the only assessment 
information passed on to VCAA. In addition to the 
S/N grading, Minaret College grades work, tests 
and examinations for internal purposes only to 
inform students and parents of the academic 
progress being made. These grades are not 
reported to VCAA. However, these results do 
provide information to aid in subject selection for 
Unit 3-4. 

Satisfactory VCE Unit Result 

The student receives ‘S’ for a unit when the school 
determines that all outcomes are achieved 
satisfactorily. 

A student must: 

• produce work that demonstrates achievement 
of the outcomes. 

• submit work on time. 

• submit work that is clearly their own. 

• observe the VCAA and school rules. 
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If a teacher judges that all outcomes are achieved, 
the student satisfactorily completes the unit. 

Not Satisfactory VCE Unit Result 

The student receives ‘N’ for the unit when one or 
more of the outcomes are not achieved because: 

• the work does not demonstrate achievement of
the outcomes.

• the student has failed to meet a school deadline
for the assessment task, inclusive if an
extension of time has been granted for any
reason, including Special Provision.

• the work cannot be authenticated.

• there has been a substantial breach of rules,
including cheating and school attendance rules.

VCE Unit Result of J

The student receives a “J” result for the unit 
when a student is no longer attending classes and/
or has not submitted work for assessment. 

The “J” result is not reported on the student’s 
statement of results. The Units with a “J” result 
are made available to VTAC and are treated as 
equivalent to those with an “N” result.

Internal Examinations

Internal Assessments must reflect what is 
required at Unit 3-4, to provide the best possible 
learning preparation for the following year. The 
assessment tasks during the semester are used to 
allow students to exhibit Learning Outcomes,while 
formal exams in June and November complete the 
preparation.

Year 11 Exams: 

There will be a Semester 1 Exam in Term 2. 

During the exam period, no formal classes will 
operate. Attendance at exams is compulsory for all 
students. These exams are important and are a 
student’s best guide to their likely performance in 
Year 12.

External Examinations 

External examinations for Year 12 subjects are set 
and marked by VCAA. They are held in late 
October and November each year.

School-Assessed Coursework (SAC)

SACs determine the levels of achievement (Scored 
assessment) of a unit of study. Teachers will inform 
students of upcoming SACs, administer SACs and 
provide feedback on SAC performance. Students 
need to devote sufficient time to revising for SACs 
and ask their teachers questions about anything 
concerning the SAC that they are unsure about.

Percentage Range For SAC 
Grades

A+ 90-100

A 80-89

B+ 75-79

B 70-74

C+ 65-69

C 60-64

D+ 55-59

D 50-54

E+ 45-49

E 40-44

NOTE - Pass is 50% & above

 

MINARET COLLEGE
FAITH KNOWLEDGE PRACTICE

INSPIRE EXCELLENCE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS  INSPIRE EXCELLENCE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS              
MINARET COLLEGE
FAITH KNOWLEDGE PRACTICE

INSPIRE EXCELLENCE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS  INSPIRE EXCELLENCE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS              



11 MINARET VCE HANDBOOK 2021-2022 - FAITH KNOWLEDGE PRACTICE

Assessment Redemption Policy

Failed SAC

Any student who receives an E+, E or UG grade 
for a SAC has FAILED that SAC. All students who 
failed a SAC will be given multiple opportunities to 
redeem the assessment to obtain an “S” result. 
However, the original score will not be changed.

Absence from SACs

Any student who is absent from a SAC without a 
valid reason (defined as approved absences) 
receives a NA (Not Assessed) for the SAC. In such 
a case, students are given an opportunity to 
redeem for an “S” - satisfactory  assessment/unit  
results. However, the assessment /unit score will 
not be changed,

The assessment flow chart on page 12 will explain 
the redemption process in detail.

It is the responsibility of the student who is absent 
from a SAC with a valid reason to lodge a Catch-
Up SAC Application with the VCE Coach 
immediately upon return to school. The application 
form can be found in the appendix section of this 
handbook.

Extension for the Assessment

A student must apply for an extension of the 
assessment if he/she plans to be absent due to 
any of the approved reasons on the day when the 
assessment is scheduled. The application should 
be lodged at least a working day in advance of the 
assessment date. The application form can be 
found in the appendix section of the handbook.

Authentication

In order to meet the requirements for satisfactory 
completion of a unit, students must submit work 
that is clearly their own. Apart from reference to, 
and incorporation of appropriate texts and source 
material, no part of a student’s work may be 
copied from any other person’s work. Students are 
advised to keep rough notes or some evidence 
that the final product is the result of the students’ 
research and drafting.

Plagiarism is never tolerated at the College. 
Teachers will explain to their students how to 
reference material with footnotes and 
bibliographies. The teacher will monitor the 
development of the task. The teacher will keep a 
record of this process. The teacher may consider it 
appropriate to ask the student to demonstrate his 
or her understanding of the outcome task at or 
about the time of submission of the work.

If the teacher is not satisfied that the work solely 
belongs to the student, the student may be 
required to:

• provide evidence of the development of the 
work.

• discuss the content of the work with the 
teacher and answer questions to demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of the work.

• provide samples of other work.

• complete under supervision, a supplementary 
assessment task related to the original task.

• attend an interview with Head of Senior School 
or complete a test to demonstrate an 
understanding of the work.

In the event of a substantive breach of the rules, 
the school will be obliged to: 

• reprimand the student. 

• make other arrangements with the student for 
the re-submission of the outcome task; 
however, they will get zero for the assessment 
task.

• cancel the result for a specific task or cancel 
the total assessment for the unit concerned.
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Flowchart of VCE Assessment/
Redemption Policy

Test/ Practice SAC 
or  

Other assessment

SAC < 49%

Subject Teacher collects 
other record(<2days)
• Attendance
• Classwork
• Homework

Subject Teachers 
alerts (<3days):

WPC 
VCE Coach 

Deputy Head of 
senior school

Redeeming 
task

Parent Informed/ 
Meeting

“N”
Not satisfactory 

performance for the 
outcome 

“S”
Satisfactory 

performance for the 
outcome

Note: Redeeming Task will 
not be graded for score. 
Completed redeeming 

Task can only be awarded 
for “S” or “N”

<49%  subject teacher alert 
WPC/CC /VC

Action: academic counselling 
provided by WPC

Absent for SAC
Condition: When 

student has been ill 
on the day of SAC

Apply for 
catch up  

SAC  within 
3 days

Application form 
available from 

subject teachers

Extension form:
Condition: When 

student has been ill 
or had extenuating 

personal 
circumstances prior

to task date

Apply for extension 
at least 3 days in 

advance

Complete and 
submit the form to 

VCE Coach

Complete and 
submit the form 
to VCE Coach

VCE Coach 
checks form  
authenticity

Approval 
granted

SAC day will be 
scheduled after 
school 3:45pm –

4:45pm  supervised 
by teacher under 
exam condition 

Yes

Provide further 
evidence

OR
“N” not satisfactory

No

Failed SAC
<49%

Application to 
redeem the 

assessment to 
obtain “S”

Application 
form available 
from Subject 

teachers 

Complete and 
submit the form to 

VCE Coach

Approval granted

Time/Date decided 
to redeem the 
assessment, 
however the 

original score will 
not be changed

Failed SAC Absent  For SAC Extension for SAC

MINARET COLLEGE  Flow Chart of VCE Assessment/Redemption Policy

What is an approved note?

A note from the Wellbeing Coach attesting that 
the student was involved in one of the following 
events while the assessment was due/conducted:

• Excursion

• Incursion

• Disciplinary consequences

• Death in the family

• Medical certificate
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VCE Reporting

Two Mid-Semester Reports 

Mid-semester reports are issued at the end of 
Terms 1 and 3. They contain information which 
describes the student’s attainment but do not give 
information specifically about each learning 
outcome. 

Two End of Semester Reports 

Semester reports are issued at the ends of Terms 
2 and 4. They contain information about the 
student’s attainment and specific information 
about each learning outcome. Year 11 students 
receive Semester 1 and 2 reports whilst Year 12 
students receive only the Semester 1 report.

Attendance Policy 

The correlation between school attendance and 
student achievement levels is well established. 
Our Attendance Policy is designed to give 
students the fairest possible circumstances under 
which to complete their VCE.

The aims of the attendance policy are: 

• to ensure a high standard of education at 
Minaret College and the achievement of the 
best possible results by students undertaking 
their VCE. 

• to ensure that students attend class time in 
order to undertake the required coursework and 
to complete assessment tasks. 

• to enable judgements of authentication to be 
made through observations of students at 
work. 

To ensure that the rules and regulations of the VCE 
are satisfied as required by the VCAA Guidelines: 

• students are expected to attend ALL scheduled 
lessons of a unit (excluding absences due to 
excursions, sports carnivals, camps, or other 
school requirements). 

• students who do not attend 90% of the 
scheduled lessons will be required to meet with 
the Promotion Review Panel and may receive 

an ‘N’ if the absences are negatively impacting 
their ability to satisfactorily complete the unit 
requirements  

• it is expected and required that personal 
appointments will be made out of class time.

• teachers will monitor the attendance of 
students in their classes and rolls will be 
marked every lesson. 

• under VCAA guidelines, there is no appeal to 
the VCAA if a Student is penalised for breaching 
school attendance rules. 

When a student is absent 

A medical certificate or an absence note written 
and signed by a parent/guardian must be 
submitted directly to the Year Level Wellbeing 
Coach on the student’s return to school. 

When is a medical certificate required? 

1.  A medical certificate is required for absences of 
more than two consecutive days. 

2.  A medical certificate is required for absences 
on days when SACs or School Assessed Task 
are due. 

3.  The medical certificate must be attached to a 
note from the parent/guardian and submitted to 
the Year Wellbeing Coach. NA (Not Assessed) 
will be awarded to SACs and SATs when an 
absence is due to illness are not supported by a 
medical certificate. 

Unauthorised Absences 

Unauthorised absences are absences not related 
to illness or unavoidable and extenuating 
circumstances. Examples of unauthorised 
absences include hair appointments, driving 
lessons, missing the bus and shopping.

Other examples of unauthorised absences include:

1.  Holidays taken during school time without 
approval.

2.  Absence from a whole school activity.

3.  More than one absence covered by a parent or 
guardian note, but without a medical certificate, 
per semester.
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4.  Absent from subject class but present at school.

5.  Lateness to class of more than 10 minutes.

After three unauthorised absences from school or 
class, the parent/guardian will be contacted by the 
Year Level Wellbeing Coach to determine the 
consequences.

Lateness

Students who are late to class disrupt the learning of 
their classmates who arrive on time. Continued 
lateness without valid reason may result in exclusion 
from a VCE class. It will also be noted on student 
reports. Lateness to class of more than 10 minutes 
without a valid reason will count as an unapproved 
absence for that period. 

Study Scores

A study score shows how well a student have 
performed in a study at Unit 3-4 level compared to 
everyone else in Victoria who took that subject. 
Study scores are calculated by the VCAA and will 
be used by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) 
to calculate the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR).  

Study scores come in two forms: raw scores and 
scaled scores. Both forms have a maximum score 
of 50, with a mean (most commonly known as 
average) that is set at 30. Hence, if a student 
scored 30, it means that a student has achieved a 
score that is approximately higher than 50% of the 
Victorian students who took the same study. As an 
example, an estimation for English (Written 
Examination), its assessment score, indicative 
grade, scaled and raw scores are presented in the 
diagram below.  

The raw score is adjusted yearly in accordance to 
the performance of each year’s cohort. Some 
studies are scaled up/down or are minimally 
affected. Below are two estimated scores for 
different subjects with the same 50% weighting. 
In Indonesian Second Language, which is quite 
true for most LOTE subjects, if a student’s raw 
score is 30, it gets scaled up to 37. Whilst in 
Physical Education, if your raw score is 30, it gets 
scaled down to 27.

(Available from https://twmpublications.com/
statistics)
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ACCOUNTING

What is Accounting all about?                                           

VCE Accounting focuses on the financial recording, reporting and decision-making processes of a sole proprietor small 
business. Students study both theoretical and practical aspects of accounting. Financial data will be collected and 
recorded, and accounting information reported, using both manual and information and communications technology  
(ICT) methods.

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business 
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the 
role of accounting in the determination of business success 
or failure. In this, it considers the importance of accounting 
information to stakeholders. Students analyse,interpret and 
evaluate the performance of the business using financial and 
non-financial information. They use these evaluations to make 
recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an 
investment.

Students record financial data and prepare reports for service 
businesses owned by sole proprietors.

Area of study 1
The role of accounting

Area of study 2
Recording financial data and reporting accounting information.

Unit 2: Accounting for a trading business
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting 
process for sole proprietors operating a trading business, with 
a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable 
and non-current assets. Students use manual processes 
and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and 
budgeted accounting reports .Students analyse and evaluate 
the performance of the business relating to inventory, accounts 
receivable ,accounts payable and non-current assets. They use 
relevant financial and other information to predict, budget and 
compare the potential effects of alternative strategies on the 
performance of the business. Using these evaluations,students 
develop and suggest to the owner strategies to improve 
business performance

Area of study 1
Accounting for inventory

Area of study 2
Accounting for and managing accounts receivable and 
accounts payable

Area of study 3
Accounting for and managing non-current assets 

Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading business

This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor, and highlights the role 
of accounting as an information system. Students use the 
double entry system of recording financial data and prepare 
reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual 
method of inventory recording.

Area of study 1
Recording and analysing financial data

Area of study 2
Preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and  
decision-making

In this unit students further develop their understanding of 
accounting for a trading business owned by a sole proprietor 
and the role of accounting as an information system. Students 
use the double entry system of recording financial data, and 
prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and 
the perpetual method of inventory recording. Both manual 
methods and ICT are used to record and report.

Students extend their understanding of the recording 
and reporting process with the inclusion of balance day 
adjustments and alternative depreciation methods

Area of study 1
Extension of recording and reporting.

Area of study 2
Budgeting and decision-making
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STUDY SCORES
A study score shows how well you have performed in a 
study at unit 3-4 level compared to everyone else in Victoria 
who took that subject. Study scores are calculated by the 
VCAA and will be used by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (VTAC) to calculate the ATAR (Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank).  

Study scores come in two forms: raw scores and scaled 
scores. Both forms have a maximum score of 50, with a 
mean (most commonly known as average) that is set at 30. 
Hence, if you scored 30, it means that you have achieved 
a score that is approximately higher than 50% of the 
Victorian students who take the same study. As an example, 
an estimation for English (Written Examination), its 
assessment score, indicative grade, scaled and raw scores 
are presented in the diagram below.

(Available from https://twmpublications.com/statistics) 

The raw score is adjusted yearly in accordance to the 
performance on each year’s cohort. Some studies are 
scaled up/down or minimally affected. Below are two 
estimated scores for different subjects with the same 50% 
weighting. In Spanish, which is quite true for most LOTE 
subjects, if your raw score is 30, it gets scaled up to 35. 
Whilst in Physical Education, if your raw score is 30, it gets 
scaled down to 27.  

ATAR CALCULATION
The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) is 
calculated from study scores in:  

• a unit 3-4 sequence from the English group (English/
EAL/English language/Literature), plus the best three 
unit 3-4 sequences, plus  

• 10% of the next two best unit 3-4 sequences. 

English/EAL and the best three unit 3-4 sequences are 
referred to as the primary four. The scaled scores of the 
primary four and the bonus two subjects are used to be 
aggregated (see example top of next column).

(Available from https://www.triumphtutoring.com.au/ 
how-your-atar-is-calculated/)

The aggregate total is then used to calculate the ATAR, 
which again changes every year depending on the 
performance of that year’s cohort. By going to https://vce.
atarcalc.com/, you could estimate what your ATAR would 
be based on previous years’ data. In reference to the above 
example, in 2018 this student would have received an ATAR 
of 91.80. What might his ATAR be if the same raw scores are 
achieved in 2016?

TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
It is the responsibility of individual students to ensure that 
their chosen program meets the entrance requirements 
for any tertiary course in which they are interested. 
They should consult the VICTER document for their year 
level available at www.vtac.edu.au or talk to a careers 
practitioner.

General Achievement Test (GAT) 

The GAT is an assessment prepared and marked by VCAA to 
test your general knowledge and skills in:  

• written communication  
• mathematics, science and technology  
• humanities, the arts and social sciences. 

All students enrolled in Units 3 and 4 of any VCE subject 
must sit the GAT, unless exempted by VCAA.  

Although it does not count towards the ATAR score, GAT 
results are mainly used to check that your VCE external 
assessments and School based Assessments have been 
accurately and fairly assessed. In addition, GAT results are 
also used to moderate school-based assessment results 
and calculate Derived Examination Scores if necessary due 
to illness, accident, and trauma. GAT results are reported in 
the Statement of Results.  
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

What is Health and Human Development all about?

VCE Health and Human Development students investigate health and human development in local, Australian and global 
communities. Health is a dynamic condition that is influenced by complex interrelationships between individuals and 
biomedical and behavioural factors, as well as physical and social environments.

Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied 
and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes the view that 
health and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts 
and interpretations, with different meanings for different 
people. As a foundation to the understanding of health, 
students investigate the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing is a 
complex combination of all dimensions of health, characterised 
by an equilibrium in which the individual feels happy, healthy, 
capable and engaged. For the purposes of this study, students 
consider wellbeing to be an implicit element of health. 

Area of study 1
Health perspectives and influences. 

Area of study 2
Health and nutrition. 

Area of study 2
Youth health and wellbeing.

Unit 2: Managing health and Development
This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, 
and development, from lifespan and societal perspectives. 
Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the 
progression from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes the 
application of health literacy skills through an examination 
of adulthood as a time of increasing independence and 
responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term 
relationships, possible considerations of parenthood and 
management of health-related milestones and changes.  

Area of study 1
Developmental transitions.

Area of study 2
Health care in Australia.

Area of study 3
Adult health and individual development. 

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health 
and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a broader 
approach to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of optimal 
health and wellbeing and its importance as an individual and 
a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a 
universal right. Students look at the fundamental conditions 
required for health improvement, as stated by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). They use this knowledge as background to 
their analysis and evaluation of variations in the health status 
of Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and 
improvements in population health over time. 

Area of study 1
Understanding health and wellbeing.

Area of study 2
Promoting health and wellbeing.

Unit 4: Health and human development in a global 
context
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data to 
investigate health status and burden of disease in different 
countries, exploring factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries, including the 
physical, social and economic conditions in which people 
live. Students build their understanding of health in a global 
context through examining changes in burden of disease 
over time and studying the key concepts of sustainability and 
human development. They consider the health implications 
of increased globalisation and worldwide trends relating to 
climate change, digital technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global action 
to improve health and wellbeing and human development, 
focusing on the United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). 

Area of study 1
Health and wellbeing in a global context.

Area of study 2
Health and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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MATHEMATICS

What is Mathematics all about?

This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which takes into 
account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of students, and introduces them to key aspects 
of the discipline. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in 
a technological society, and to develop confidence and the disposition to make effective use of mathematical concepts, 
processes and skills in practical and theoretical contexts.

UNIT 1 - General Mathematics
Areas of study 
• Algebra and structure
• Arithmetic and number
• Discrete mathematics
• Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• Statistics 

UNIT 2 - General Mathematics
Areas of study 
• Algebra and structure
• Arithmetic and number
• Discrete mathematics
• Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• Statistics

To study VCE Mathematics students are required to pass Year 
10 Mathematics. After successful completion of both Units 1 
and 2 General Mathematics, students can proceed to Year 12 
Further Mathematics.

UNIT 3 - Further Mathematics
Areas of study:
• Data analysis
• Recursion and financial modelling

The above two compulsory modules make up this area of 
study.

UNIT 4 - Further Mathematics
Areas of study:
• Matrices
• Networks and decision mathematics
• Geometry and measurement
• Graphs and relations

The teacher will select two of these four optional modules for this 
area of study.

To study Further Mathematics, you need to pass two units of 
General Mathematics or Methods.

Units 1 and 2 •    General Mathematics   Units 3 and 4 •    Further Mathematics
  •    Mathematical Methods CAS    •    Mathematical Methods CAS
  •    Specialist Mathematics     •    Specialist Mathematics
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ACCOUNTING

What is Accounting all about?                                           

VCE Accounting focuses on the financial recording, reporting and decision-making processes of a sole proprietor small 
business. Students study both theoretical and practical aspects of accounting. Financial data will be collected and 
recorded, and accounting information reported, using both manual and information and communications technology  
(ICT) methods.

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business 
This unit explores the establishment of a business and the 
role of accounting in the determination of business success 
or failure. In this, it considers the importance of accounting 
information to stakeholders. Students analyse,interpret and 
evaluate the performance of the business using financial and 
non-financial information. They use these evaluations to make 
recommendations regarding the suitability of a business as an 
investment.

Students record financial data and prepare reports for service 
businesses owned by sole proprietors.

Area of study 1
The role of accounting

Area of study 2
Recording financial data and reporting accounting information.

Unit 2: Accounting for a trading business
In this unit students develop their knowledge of the accounting 
process for sole proprietors operating a trading business, with 
a focus on inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable 
and non-current assets. Students use manual processes 
and ICT, including spreadsheets, to prepare historical and 
budgeted accounting reports .Students analyse and evaluate 
the performance of the business relating to inventory, accounts 
receivable ,accounts payable and non-current assets. They use 
relevant financial and other information to predict, budget and 
compare the potential effects of alternative strategies on the 
performance of the business. Using these evaluations,students 
develop and suggest to the owner strategies to improve 
business performance

Area of study 1
Accounting for inventory

Area of study 2
Accounting for and managing accounts receivable and 
accounts payable

Area of study 3
Accounting for and managing non-current assets 

Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading business

This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor, and highlights the role 
of accounting as an information system. Students use the 
double entry system of recording financial data and prepare 
reports using the accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual 
method of inventory recording.

Area of study 1
Recording and analysing financial data

Area of study 2
Preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and  
decision-making

In this unit students further develop their understanding of 
accounting for a trading business owned by a sole proprietor 
and the role of accounting as an information system. Students 
use the double entry system of recording financial data, and 
prepare reports using the accrual basis of accounting and 
the perpetual method of inventory recording. Both manual 
methods and ICT are used to record and report.

Students extend their understanding of the recording 
and reporting process with the inclusion of balance day 
adjustments and alternative depreciation methods

Area of study 1
Extension of recording and reporting.

Area of study 2
Budgeting and decision-making
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STUDY SCORES
A study score shows how well you have performed in a 
study at unit 3-4 level compared to everyone else in Victoria 
who took that subject. Study scores are calculated by the 
VCAA and will be used by the Victorian Tertiary Admissions 
Centre (VTAC) to calculate the ATAR (Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank).  

Study scores come in two forms: raw scores and scaled 
scores. Both forms have a maximum score of 50, with a 
mean (most commonly known as average) that is set at 30. 
Hence, if you scored 30, it means that you have achieved 
a score that is approximately higher than 50% of the 
Victorian students who take the same study. As an example, 
an estimation for English (Written Examination), its 
assessment score, indicative grade, scaled and raw scores 
are presented in the diagram below.

(Available from https://twmpublications.com/statistics) 

The raw score is adjusted yearly in accordance to the 
performance on each year’s cohort. Some studies are 
scaled up/down or minimally affected. Below are two 
estimated scores for different subjects with the same 50% 
weighting. In Spanish, which is quite true for most LOTE 
subjects, if your raw score is 30, it gets scaled up to 35. 
Whilst in Physical Education, if your raw score is 30, it gets 
scaled down to 27.  

ATAR CALCULATION
The ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank) is 
calculated from study scores in:  

• a unit 3-4 sequence from the English group (English/
EAL/English language/Literature), plus the best three 
unit 3-4 sequences, plus  

• 10% of the next two best unit 3-4 sequences. 

English/EAL and the best three unit 3-4 sequences are 
referred to as the primary four. The scaled scores of the 
primary four and the bonus two subjects are used to be 
aggregated (see example top of next column).

(Available from https://www.triumphtutoring.com.au/ 
how-your-atar-is-calculated/)

The aggregate total is then used to calculate the ATAR, 
which again changes every year depending on the 
performance of that year’s cohort. By going to https://vce.
atarcalc.com/, you could estimate what your ATAR would 
be based on previous years’ data. In reference to the above 
example, in 2018 this student would have received an ATAR 
of 91.80. What might his ATAR be if the same raw scores are 
achieved in 2016?

TERTIARY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS
It is the responsibility of individual students to ensure that 
their chosen program meets the entrance requirements 
for any tertiary course in which they are interested. 
They should consult the VICTER document for their year 
level available at www.vtac.edu.au or talk to a careers 
practitioner.

General Achievement Test (GAT) 

The GAT is an assessment prepared and marked by VCAA to 
test your general knowledge and skills in:  

• written communication  
• mathematics, science and technology  
• humanities, the arts and social sciences. 

All students enrolled in Units 3 and 4 of any VCE subject 
must sit the GAT, unless exempted by VCAA.  

Although it does not count towards the ATAR score, GAT 
results are mainly used to check that your VCE external 
assessments and School based Assessments have been 
accurately and fairly assessed. In addition, GAT results are 
also used to moderate school-based assessment results 
and calculate Derived Examination Scores if necessary due 
to illness, accident, and trauma. GAT results are reported in 
the Statement of Results.  
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HEALTH AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

What is Health and Human Development all about?

VCE Health and Human Development students investigate health and human development in local, Australian and global 
communities. Health is a dynamic condition that is influenced by complex interrelationships between individuals and 
biomedical and behavioural factors, as well as physical and social environments.

Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with varied 
and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes the view that 
health and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of contexts 
and interpretations, with different meanings for different 
people. As a foundation to the understanding of health, 
students investigate the World Health Organization’s (WHO) 
definition and also explore other interpretations. Wellbeing is a 
complex combination of all dimensions of health, characterised 
by an equilibrium in which the individual feels happy, healthy, 
capable and engaged. For the purposes of this study, students 
consider wellbeing to be an implicit element of health. 

Area of study 1
Health perspectives and influences. 

Area of study 2
Health and nutrition. 

Area of study 2
Youth health and wellbeing.

Unit 2: Managing health and Development
This unit investigates transitions in health and wellbeing, 
and development, from lifespan and societal perspectives. 
Students look at changes and expectations that are part of the 
progression from youth to adulthood. This unit promotes the 
application of health literacy skills through an examination 
of adulthood as a time of increasing independence and 
responsibility, involving the establishment of long-term 
relationships, possible considerations of parenthood and 
management of health-related milestones and changes.  

Area of study 1
Developmental transitions.

Area of study 2
Health care in Australia.

Area of study 3
Adult health and individual development. 

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world
This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore health 
and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a broader 
approach to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of optimal 
health and wellbeing and its importance as an individual and 
a collective resource, their thinking extends to health as a 
universal right. Students look at the fundamental conditions 
required for health improvement, as stated by the World Health 
Organization (WHO). They use this knowledge as background to 
their analysis and evaluation of variations in the health status 
of Australians. Area of Study 2 focuses on health promotion and 
improvements in population health over time. 

Area of study 1
Understanding health and wellbeing.

Area of study 2
Promoting health and wellbeing.

Unit 4: Health and human development in a global 
context
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data to 
investigate health status and burden of disease in different 
countries, exploring factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries, including the 
physical, social and economic conditions in which people 
live. Students build their understanding of health in a global 
context through examining changes in burden of disease 
over time and studying the key concepts of sustainability and 
human development. They consider the health implications 
of increased globalisation and worldwide trends relating to 
climate change, digital technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global action 
to improve health and wellbeing and human development, 
focusing on the United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World Health Organization 
(WHO). 

Area of study 1
Health and wellbeing in a global context.

Area of study 2
Health and the Sustainable Development Goals.
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MATHEMATICS

What is Mathematics all about?

This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which takes into 
account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of students, and introduces them to key aspects 
of the discipline. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in 
a technological society, and to develop confidence and the disposition to make effective use of mathematical concepts, 
processes and skills in practical and theoretical contexts.

UNIT 1 - General Mathematics
Areas of study 
• Algebra and structure
• Arithmetic and number
• Discrete mathematics
• Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• Statistics 

UNIT 2 - General Mathematics
Areas of study 
• Algebra and structure
• Arithmetic and number
• Discrete mathematics
• Geometry, measurement and trigonometry
• Graphs of linear and non-linear relations
• Statistics

To study VCE Mathematics students are required to pass Year 
10 Mathematics. After successful completion of both Units 1 
and 2 General Mathematics, students can proceed to Year 12 
Further Mathematics.

UNIT 3 - Further Mathematics
Areas of study:
• Data analysis
• Recursion and financial modelling

The above two compulsory modules make up this area of 
study.

UNIT 4 - Further Mathematics
Areas of study:
• Matrices
• Networks and decision mathematics
• Geometry and measurement
• Graphs and relations

The teacher will select two of these four optional modules for this 
area of study.

To study Further Mathematics, you need to pass two units of 
General Mathematics or Methods.

Units 1 and 2 •    General Mathematics   Units 3 and 4 •    Further Mathematics
  •    Mathematical Methods CAS    •    Mathematical Methods CAS
  •    Specialist Mathematics     •    Specialist Mathematics
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ATAR Calculation

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) is 
calculated from study scores in:  

• a Unit 3-4 sequence from the English group
(English/EAL/English Language/Literature), and
the best three Unit 3-4 sequences, plus

• 10% of the next two best Unit 3-4 sequences.

English/EAL and the best three Unit 3-4 sequences 
are referred to as the primary four. The scaled 
scores of the primary four and the bonus two 
subjects form an aggregate total (see example 
below).

The aggregate total is then used to calculate the 
ATAR, which again changes every year depending 
on the performance of that year’s cohort. By going 
to different ATAR calculators such as: https://vce.
atarcalc.com/, https://www.monash.edu/study/atar-
calculator/ and https://atar-calculator.deakin.edu.
au/, you could estimate what your ATAR would be 
based on previous years’ data. In reference to the 
above example, in 2019 this student might have 
received an ATAR of 92.85. What might his ATAR 
be if the same raw scores are achieved in 2016?

Tertiary Entrance Requirements

It is the responsibility of individual students to 
ensure that their chosen program meets the 
entrance requirements for any tertiary course they 
are interested in. Students should consult the 
VICTER document for their year level available at 
www.vtac.edu.au or talk to a Careers Coach.

General Achievement Test 
(GAT) 

The GAT is an assessment prepared and marked 
by VCAA to test your general knowledge and skills 
in:  

• written communication

• mathematics, science and technology

• humanities, the arts and social sciences.

All students enrolled in Units 3 and 4 of any VCE 
subject must sit the GAT, unless exempted by 
VCAA.  

GAT results do not contribute towards the ATAR 
score. Results are mainly used to check that your 
VCE external assessments and School based 
Assessments have been accurately and fairly 
assessed. In addition, GAT results are also used to 
moderate school-based assessment results and 
calculate Derived Examination Scores if necessary 
due to illness, accident, or trauma. GAT results are 
reported in the Statement of Results.  

Subject Raw 
SS

Scaled 
SS

Contribution to 
Aggregate

English 34 34 34

Math 
Methods 

39 44 44

Art 42 40 40

Biology 38 39 39

Italian 31 35 3.5 (10% of 
scaled SS

Business 
Management 

32 31 3.1 (10% of 
scaled SS)

Aggregate Total 163.6

(Available from https://www.triumphtutoring.com.au/
how-your-atar-is-calculated/) 
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Useful VCE Websites

VCAA (www.vcaa.vic.edu.au)

Provides information on VCE subjects including 
content, assessment and examinations.

VTAC (www.vtac.edu.au)

Provides information on various tertiary courses 
including ATAR, number of offers, prerequisites, 
middle band and extra requirements. It also 
administers tertiary course, SEAS and some 
scholarship applications.

Job Outlook (www.joboutlook.gov.au)

Provides information on job prospects, 
employment statistics, weekly earnings, 
vacancies, training and required skills for various 
jobs and includes a career quiz.

myfuture (www.myfuture.edu.au)

As well as providing detailed information on a wide 
variety of jobs including their tasks, skills and 
training, enables searches for specific scholarships 
and includes a mini career explorer and career 
profile.
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Glossary of Terms

ATAR – Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank 

It is the overall ranking on a scale of 0-99.95 that 
is given to a candidate based on the study scores 
achieved. The ATAR is used by universities and 
TAFE institutes to select students for their 
courses. 

GAT - General Achievement Test 

A test that is done by all students studying a Unit 
3-4 sequence. It is used by the VCAA to check that 
schools are marking school-assessed tasks to the 
same standard and used as part of statistical 
moderation of coursework. 

HOSS

Head of Senior School

Outcomes 

What a student must know or be able to do when 
a unit is completed.

SAC - School Assessed Coursework

The assessment of work, done mainly in class time, 
to establish how a student is performing in units  
3-4.

SAT - School Assessed Task 

A task done in some studies to assess how a 
student is performing in Unit 3-4 that is set and 
marked by teachers according to VCAA 
specifications.

Satisfactory Completion 

This means that a student has successfully 
completed all the outcomes of a unit in a particular 
study and an “S” has been given. If an outcome of 
a unit is not satisfactorily completed then an “N” is 
given for that unit. 

Statement of Results 

A set of documents, which formally state the 
results a student has achieved in the VCE and 
whether the student has graduated. 

Statistical Moderation 

The process used to adjust each school’s 
coursework scores for each study to match the 
level and spread of the combined examination and 
GAT scores for the students in that school doing 
that study. 

Study 

A subject available in the VCE and made up of a 
sequence of four semester units.

Study Design 

The description of the content of a study and how 
students’ work is to be assessed. The VCAA 
publishes a Study Design for each VCE study. All 
VCE providers must adhere to the study designs. 

Study Score 

A score from 0-50, which shows how a student has 
performed in a study, relative to all other students 
doing that same study. It is based on the results in 
school assessments and external examinations. 

VTAC –Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre

The organisation which administers a selection 
system for undergraduate courses on behalf of 
Victorian universities, TAFE institutes and 
independent tertiary colleges.

VCAA – Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority

The Victorian state government authority 
responsible for setting VCE curriculum and VCE 
coursework assessment and examinations.
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Description of VCE Studies

Accounting 
What is Accounting all about?                                           

VCE Accounting explores the financial recording, reporting, analysis and decision-making processes of 
a sole proprietor small business. Students study both theoretical and practical aspects of accounting. 
They collect, record, report and analyse financial data, and report, classify, verify and interpret 
accounting information, using both manual methods and information and communications technology 
(ICT). Students apply critical thinking skills to a range of business situations to model alternative 
outcomes and to provide accounting advice to business owners. In business decision-making, 
financial as well as ethical considerations (incorporating social and environmental aspects) should be 
taken into account.

Unit 1: Role of accounting in business 

This unit explores the establishment of a 
business and the role of accounting in the 
determination of business success or failure. In 
this, it considers the importance of accounting 
information to stakeholders. Students analyse, 
interpret and evaluate the performance of the 
business using financial and non-financial 
information. They use these evaluations to make 
recommendations regarding the suitability of a 
business as an investment.

Students record financial data and prepare 
reports for service businesses owned by sole 
proprietors.

Area of study 1

The role of accounting

Area of study 2

Recording financial data and reporting 
accounting information

Unit 2: Accounting for a trading business

In this unit students develop their knowledge of 
the accounting process for sole proprietors 
operating a trading business, with a focus on 
inventory, accounts receivable, accounts payable 
and non-current assets. Students use manual 
processes and ICT, including spreadsheets, to 
prepare historical and budgeted accounting 
reports .Students analyse and evaluate the 
performance of the business relating to 
inventory, accounts receivable ,accounts payable 
and non-current assets. They use relevant 
financial and other information to predict, budget 
and compare the potential effects of alternative 
strategies on the performance of the business. 
Using these evaluations, students develop and 
suggest to the owner strategies to improve 
business performance

Area of study 1

Accounting for inventory

Area of study 2

Accounting for and managing accounts 
receivable and accounts payable

Area of study 3

Accounting for and managing non-current assets
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Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading 
business

This unit focuses on financial accounting for a 
trading business owned by a sole proprietor, 
and highlights the role of accounting as an 
information system. Students use the double 
entry system of recording financial data and 
prepare reports using the accrual basis of 
accounting and the perpetual method of 
inventory recording.

Area of study 1

Recording and analysing financial data

Area of study 2

Preparing and interpreting accounting reports

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and 

Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and 
decision-making

In this unit students further develop their 
understanding of accounting for a trading 
business owned by a sole proprietor and the 
role of accounting as an information system. 
Students use the double entry system of 
recording financial data, and prepare reports 
using the accrual basis of accounting and the 
perpetual method of inventory recording. Both 
manual methods and ICT are used to record 
and report.

Students extend their understanding of the 
recording and reporting process with the 
inclusion of balance day adjustments and 
alternative depreciation methods.

Area of study 1

Extension of recording and reporting

Area of study 2

Budgeting and decision-making
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Description of VCE Studies

Applied Computing
What is Applied Computing all about?                                      

VCE Applied Computing focuses on the strategies and techniques for creating digital solutions to meet 
specific needs and to manage the threats to data, information and software security. The study examines 
the attributes of each component of an information system including people, processes, data and digital 
systems (hardware, software, networks), and how their interrelationships affect the types and quality of 
digital solutions.

. 
Unit 1: Applied Computing

Students are introduced to the stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. Students focus 
on how data can be used within software tools 
such as databases and spreadsheets to create 
data visualisations, and the use of programming 
languages to develop working software 
solutions.

In Area of Study 1, as an introduction to data 
analytics, students respond to a teacher-
provided analysis of requirements and designs 
to identify and collect data in order to present 
their findings as data visualisations. They 
present work that includes database, 
spreadsheet and data visualisations solutions. 
In Area of Study 2 students select and use a 
programming language to create a working 
software solution. Students prepare, document 
and monitor project plans and engage in all 
stages of the problem-solving methodology.

Area of study 1

Data Analysis

In this area of study students use software 
tools to create data visualisations in response 
to teacher-provided requirements and designs. 
The software tools are used for the collection, 
interpretation and manipulation of data to draw 
conclusions and create data visualisations that 
represent their findings. Data visualisations 
could include charts, graphs, histograms, maps, 
network diagrams and spatial relationships 

diagrams. No restrictions are placed on the 
software tools used to create data 
visualisations.

Area of study 2

Programming

In this area of study students use a 
programming language to create a working 
software solution in response to teacher-
provided solution requirements. Students apply 
the problem-solving stages of design, 
development and evaluation to develop the 
solution.
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Unit 2: Applied Computing

Students focus on developing innovative 
solutions to needs or opportunities that they 
have identified, and propose strategies for 
reducing security risks to data and information 
in a networked environment.

In Area of Study 1 students work collaboratively 
and select a topic for further study to create an 
innovative solution in an area of interest. The 
innovative solution can be presented as a proof 
of concept, a prototype or a product. Students 
engage in all areas of the problem-solving 
methodology. In Area of Study 2, as an 
introduction to cybersecurity, students 
investigate networks and the threats, 
vulnerabilities and risks to data and information. 
They propose strategies to protect the data 
accessed using a network.

Area of study 1

Innovative Solutions

In this area of study students work 
collaboratively to develop an innovative solution 
to an identified need or opportunity. They apply 
all stages of the problem-solving methodology 
to investigate the use of digital devices and 
emerging technologies and their applications.

Area of study 2

Network Security

In this area of study students investigate how 
networks enable data and information to be 
exchanged locally and globally. Students 
examine the hardware and software 
components and procedures required to 
connect and maintain wired, wireless and 
mobile communications technology.

In year 12 Students have a 
choice between Data 
Analytics and Software 
Development

Unit 3:  Data Analytics

Students apply the problem-solving methodology 
to identify and extract data through the use of 
software tools such as database, spreadsheet 
and data visualisation software to create data 
visualisations or infographics. Students develop 
an understanding of the analysis, design and 
development stages of the problem-solving 
methodology.

In Area of Study 1 students respond to teacher-
provided solution requirements and designs. 
Students develop data visualisations and use 
appropriate software tools to present findings. 
Appropriate software tools include database, 
spreadsheet and data visualisation software.

In Area of Study 2 students propose a research 
question, prepare a project plan, collect and 
analyse data, and design infographics or dynamic 
data visualisations. Area of Study 2 forms the first 
part of the School-assessed Task (SAT) that is 
completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 1. 

Area of study 1

Data analytics

Area of study 2

Data analytics: analysis and design
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Unit 4:  Data Analytics

Students focus on determining the findings of a 
research question by developing infographics 
or dynamic data visualisations based on large 
complex data sets and on the security 
strategies used by an organisation to protect 
data and information from threats.

In Area of Study 1 students apply the problem-
solving stages of development and evaluation 
to develop their preferred design prepared in 
Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into infographics or 
dynamic data visualisations, and evaluate the 
solutions and project plan. Area of Study 1 
forms the second part of the School-assessed 
Task (SAT). In Area of Study 2 students 
investigate security practices of an 
organisation. They examine the threats to data 
and information, evaluate security strategies 
and recommend improved strategies for 
protecting data and information.

Area of study 1

Data analytics: development and evaluation

Area of study 2

Cyber Security: data and information security

Unit 3:  Software Development

Students apply the problem-solving 
methodology to develop working software 
modules using a programming language. 
Students develop an understanding of the 
analysis, design and development stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. 

In Area of Study 1 students respond to teacher-
provided solution requirements and designs 
and develop a set of working modules through 
the use of a programming language. Students 
examine a simple software requirements 
specification and a range of software design 
tools in order to apply specific processing 
features of a programming language to create 
working modules. In Area of Study 2 students 
analyse a need or opportunity, select an 
appropriate development model, prepare a 
project plan, develop a software requirements 
specification and design a software solution. 
Area of Study 2 forms the first part of the 
School-assessed Task (SAT) that is completed 
in Unit 4, Area of Study 1.

Area of study 1

Software development: programming

Area of study 2

Software development: analysis and design
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Unit 4:  Software Development

Students focus on how the information needs 
of individuals and organisations are met 
through the creation of software solutions. 
They consider the risks to software and data 
during the software development process, as 
well as throughout the use of the software 
solution by an organisation.

In Area of Study 1 students apply the problem-
solving stages of development and evaluation 
to develop their preferred design prepared in 
Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into a software solution 
and evaluate the solution, chosen development 
model and project plan. Area of Study 1 forms 
the second part of the School-assessed Task 
(SAT). In Area of Study 2 students examine the 
security practices of an organisation and the 
risks to software and data during the 
development and use of the software 
solutions. 

Area of study 1

Software development: development and 
evaluation 

Area of study 2

Cyber Security: software security
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Description of VCE Studies

Biology 
What is Biology all about?                                         

The study of Biology explores the diversity of life as it has evolved and changed over time, and considers 
how living organisms function and interact. It explores the processes of life, from the molecular world of 
the cell to that of the whole organism, and examines how life forms maintain and ensure their continuity. 
Students study contemporary research, models and theories to understand how knowledge in biology has 
developed and how this knowledge continues to change in response to new evidence and discoveries. An 
understanding of the complexities and diversity of biology provides students with the opportunity to 
appreciate the interconnectedness of concepts and areas both within biology, and across biology and the 
other sciences. 

Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their 
functions?

In this unit students examine the cell as the 
structural and functional unit of life, from the 
single celled to the multicellular organism, 
including the requirements for sustaining 
cellular processes. Students focus on cell 
growth, replacement and death and the role of 
stem cells in differentiation, specialisation and 
renewal of cells. They explore how systems 
function through cell specialisation in vascular 
plants and animals and consider the role 
homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining 
an animal’s internal environment.

Area of study 1

How do cells function?

Area of study 2

How do plants and animal systems function?

Area of study 3

How do scientific investigations develop 
understanding of how organisms regulate their 
functions?  Practical Investigation 

Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on 
diversity?

In this unit students explore reproduction and 
the transmission of biological information from 
generation to generation and the impact this 
has on species diversity. They apply their 
understanding of chromosomes to explain the 
process of meiosis. Students consider how the 
relationship between genes, and the 
environment and epigenetic factors influence 
phenotypic expression. They explain the 
inheritance of characteristics, analyse patterns 
of inheritance, interpret pedigree charts and 
predict outcomes of genetic crosses. 

Students analyse the advantages and 
disadvantages of asexual and sexual 
reproductive strategies, including the use of 
reproductive cloning technologies. They study 
structural, physiological and behavioural 
adaptations that enhance an organism’s 
survival. Students explore interdependences 
between species, focusing on how keystone 
species and top predators structure and 
maintain the distribution, density and size of a 
population. They also consider the contributions 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
knowledge and perspectives in understanding 
the survival of organisms in Australian 
ecosystems.
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Area of study 1

How is inheritance explained?

Area of study 2

How do inherited adaptations impact on 
diversity?

Area of study 3

How do humans use science to explore and 
communicate contemporary bioethical issues? 

Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?

In this unit students investigate the workings of 
the cell from several perspectives. They 
explore the relationship between nucleic acids 
and proteins as key molecules in cellular 
processes. Students analyse the structure and 
function of nucleic acids as information 
molecules, gene structure and expression in 
prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells and proteins as 
a diverse group of functional molecules. They 
examine the biological consequences of 
manipulating the DNA molecule and applying 
biotechnologies.

Students explore the structure, regulation and 
rate of biochemical pathways, with reference 
to photosynthesis and cellular respiration. They 
explore how the application of biotechnologies 
to biochemical pathways could lead to 
improvements in agricultural practices.

Students apply their knowledge of cellular 
processes through investigation of a selected 
case study, data analysis and/or a bioethical 
issue. Examples of investigation topics include, 
but are not limited to: discovery and 
development of the model of the structure of 
DNA; proteomic research applications; 
transgenic organism use in agriculture; use, 
research and regulation of gene technologies, 
including CRISPR-Cas9; outcomes and 
unexpected consequences of the use of 
enzyme inhibitors such as pesticides and 
drugs; research into increasing efficiency of 
photosynthesis or cellular respiration or impact 
of poisons on the cellular respiration pathway. 

Area of study 1

What is the role of nucleic acids and proteins in 
maintaining life? 

Area of study 2

How are biochemical pathways regulated? 
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Unit 4: How does life change and respond to 
challenges? 

In this unit students consider the continual 
change and challenges to which life on Earth 
has been, and continues to be, subjected to. 
They study the human immune system and the 
interactions between its components to 
provide immunity to a specific pathogen. 
Students consider how the application of 
biological knowledge can be used to respond to 
bioethical issues and challenges related to 
disease. 

Students consider how evolutionary biology is 
based on the accumulation of evidence over 
time. They investigate the impact of various 
change events on a population’s gene pool and 
the biological consequences of changes in 
allele frequencies. Students examine the 
evidence for relatedness between species and 
change in life forms over time using evidence 
from paleontology, structural morphology, 
molecular homology and comparative 
genomics. Students examine the evidence for 
structural trends in the human fossil record, 
recognising that interpretations can be 
contested, refined or replaced when challenged 
by new evidence. 

Students demonstrate and apply their 
knowledge of how life changes and responds 
to challenges through investigation of a 
selected case study, data analysis and/or 
bioethical issue. Examples of investigation 
topics include, but are not limited to: deviant 
cell behaviour and links to disease; 
autoimmune diseases; allergic reactions; 
development of immunotherapy strategies; use 
and application of bacteriophage therapy; 
prevention and eradication of disease; 
vaccinations; bioprospecting for new medical 
treatments; trends, patterns and evidence for 
evolutionary relationships; population and 
species changes over time in non-animal 
communities such as forests and microbiota; 
monitoring of gene pools for conservation 
planning; role of selective breeding programs in 
conservation of endangered species; or impact 
of new technologies on the study of 
evolutionary biology.

Area of study 1

How do organisms respond to pathogens? 

Area of study 2

How are species related over time? 

Area of study 3

How is scientific inquiry used to investigate 
cellular processes and/or biological change? 
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Description of VCE Studies

Business Management 
What is Business Management all about?                                         

VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses manage resources to achieve objectives. The 
study design follows the process from the first idea for a business concept, to planning and establishing a 
business, through to the day-to-day management of a business. It also considers changes that need to be 
made to ensure continued success of a business. Students develop an understanding of the complexity of 
the challenges facing decision makers in managing these resources.

Unit 1: Planning a business

Businesses of all sizes are major contributors 
to the economic and social wellbeing of a 
nation. Therefore, how businesses are formed 
and the fostering of conditions under which 
new business ideas can emerge are vital for a 
nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea and 
planning how to make it a reality are the 
cornerstones of economic and social 
development. In this unit, students explore the 
factors affecting business ideas and the 
internal and external environments within 
which businesses operate, and the effect of 
these on planning a business.

Area of study 1

The business idea

Area of study 2

External environment

Area of study 3

Internal environment

Unit 2: Establishing a business

This unit focuses on the establishment phase 
of a business’s life. Establishing a business 
involves complying with legal requirements as 
well as making decisions about how best to 
establish a system of financial record keeping, 
staff the business and establish a customer 
base. In this unit, students examine the legal 
requirements that must be satisfied to 
establish a business. They investigate the 
essential features of effective marketing and 
consider the best way to meet the needs of 
the business in terms of staffing and financial 
record keeping. Students analyse various 
management practices in this area by applying 
this knowledge to contemporary business case 
studies from the past four years.

Area of study 1

Legal requirements and financial considerations

Area of study 2

Marketing a business

Area of study 3

Staffing a business
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Unit 3: Managing a business

In this unit, students explore the key processes 
and issues concerned with managing a 
business efficiently and effectively to achieve 
the business objectives. Students examine the 
different types of businesses and their 
respective objectives. They consider corporate 
culture, management styles, management 
skills and the relationship between each of 
these. Students investigate strategies to 
manage both staff and business operations to 
meet objectives. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity and challenge 
of managing businesses and through the use of 
contemporary business case studies from the 
past four years have the opportunity to 
compare theoretical perspectives with current 
practice.

Area of study 1

Business foundations

Area of study 2

Managing employees

Area of study 3

Operations management

Unit 4: Transforming a business

Businesses are under constant pressure to 
adapt and change to meet their objectives. In 
this unit, students consider the importance of 
reviewing key performance indicators to 
determine current performance and the 
strategic management necessary to position a 
business for the future. Students study a 
theoretical model to undertake change, and 
consider a variety of strategies to manage 
change in the most efficient and effective way 
to improve business performance. They 
investigate the importance of leadership in 
change management. Using a contemporary 
business case study from the past four years, 
students evaluate business practice against 
theory.

Area of study 1

Reviewing performance – the need for change

Area of study 2

Implementing change
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Description of VCE Studies

Chemistry 
What is Chemistry all about?                                       

Chemistry explores and explains the composition and behaviour of matter and the chemical processes 
that occur on Earth and beyond. Chemical models and theories are used to describe and explain known 
chemical reactions and processes. Chemistry underpins the production and development of energy, the 
maintenance of clean air and water, the production of food, medicines and new materials, and the 
treatment of wastes. 

Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials 
be explained?

In this unit students investigate the chemical 
properties of a range of materials from metals 
and salts to polymers and nanomaterials. Using 
their knowledge of elements and atomic 
structure students explore and explain the 
relationships between properties, structure and 
bonding forces within and between particles 
that vary in size from the visible, through 
nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms.

Students are introduced to quantitative concepts 
in chemistry including the mole concept. They 
apply their knowledge to determine the relative 
masses of elements and the composition of 
substances. Throughout the unit, students use 
chemistry terminology including symbols, 
formulas, chemical nomenclature and equations 
to represent and explain observations and data 
from experiments, and to discuss chemical 
phenomena

Area of study 1

How can knowledge of elements explain the 
properties of matter?

Area of study 2

How can the versatility of non-metals be 
explained?

Area of study 3

Research investigation

Unit 2: What makes water such a unique 
chemical?

Students examine the polar nature of a water 
molecule and the intermolecular forces 
between water molecules. They explore the 
relationship between these bonding forces and 
the physical and chemical properties of water. 
In this context students investigate solubility, 
concentration, pH and reactions in water 
including precipitation, acid-base and redox. 
Students are introduced to stoichiometry and 
to analytical techniques and instrumental 
procedures and apply these to determine 
concentrations of different species in water 
samples, including chemical contaminants.

Area of study 1

How do substances interact with water?

Area of study 2

How are substances in water measured and 
analysed?

Area of study 3

Practical investigation
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Unit 3: How can chemical processes be 
designed to optimise efficiency?

Students compare and evaluate different 
chemical energy resources, including fossil 
fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells. 
They investigate the combustion of fuels, 
including the energy transformations involved, 
the use of stoichiometry to calculate the 
amounts of reactants and products involved in 
the reactions, and calculations of the amounts 
of energy released and their representations. 
Students consider the purpose, design and 
operating principles of galvanic cells, fuel cells 
and electrolytic cells. Students analyse 
manufacturing processes with reference to 
factors that influence their reaction rates and 
extent. They investigate and apply the 
equilibrium law and Le Chatelier’s principle to 
different reaction systems, including to predict 
and explain the conditions that will improve the 
efficiency and percentage yield of chemical 
processes. 

Area of study 1

What are the options for energy production?

Area of study 2

How can the yield of a chemical product be 
optimised?

Unit 4: How are organic compounds 
categorised, analysed and used?

Students study the ways in which organic 
structures are represented and named. They 
process data from instrumental analyses of 
organic compounds to confirm or deduce 
organic structures, and perform volumetric 
analyses to determine the concentrations of 
organic chemicals in mixtures. Students 
consider the nature of the reactions involved to 
predict the products of reaction pathways and 
to design pathways to produce particular 
compounds from given starting materials. 
Students investigate key food molecules 
through an exploration of their chemical 
structures, the hydrolytic reactions in which 
they are broken down and the condensation 
reactions in which they are rebuilt to form new 
molecules. 

Area of study 1

How can the diversity of carbon compounds be 
explained and categorised?

Area of study 2

What is the chemistry of food?

Area of study 3

Practical investigation
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Description of VCE Studies

English and EAL
What is English/English as an Additional Language all about?

The study of English encourages the development of literate individuals capable of critical and imaginative 
thinking, aesthetic appreciation and creativity. The mastery of the key knowledge and skills described in 
this study design underpins effective functioning in the contexts of study and work as well as productive 
participation in a democratic society in the twenty-first century.

Students who have been in Australia for less than seven years - and for whom English is not their 
first language - are eligible to study English as an Additional Language instead of studying English.

. 
Unit 1

In this unit, students read and respond to texts 
analytically and creatively. They analyse 
arguments and the use of persuasive language 
in texts and create their own texts intended to 
position audiences. Students develop their 
skills in creating written, spoken and 
multimodal texts.

Area of study 1

Reading and creating texts

Area of study 2

Analysing and presenting argument

Unit 2

In this unit, students compare the presentation 
of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They 
analyse arguments presented and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their 
own texts intended to position audiences. 
Students develop their skills in creating written, 
spoken and multimodal texts.

Area of study 1

Reading and comparing texts

Area of study 2

Analysing and presenting argument
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Unit 3

The focus of this unit is on reading and 
responding both orally and in writing to a range 
of texts. Students analyse how the authors of 
texts create meaning and the different ways in 
which texts can be interpreted. They develop 
competence in creating written texts by 
exploring ideas suggested by their reading 
within the chosen context, and the ability to 
explain choices they have made as authors.

Area of study 1

Reading and creating texts

Area of study 2

Analysing argument

Area of study 3 (For EAL Students only)

Listening to texts

Unit 4

The focus of this unit is on reading and 
responding in writing to a range of texts in 
order to analyse their construction and provide 
an interpretation. Students create written or 
multimodal texts suggested by their reading 
within the chosen context and explain creative 
choices they have made as authors in relation 
to form, purpose, language, audience and 
context.

Area of study 1

Reading and comparing texts

Area of study 2

Presenting argument
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Description of VCE Studies

Geography
What is Geography all about?                            

The study of Geography allows students to explore, analyse and come to understand the characteristics of 
places that make up our world. Geographers are interested in key questions concerning places and 
geographic phenomena: What is there? Where is it? Why is it there? What are the effects of it being 
there? How is it changing over time? How could, and should, it change in the future? How is it different 
from other places and phenomena? How are places and phenomena connected? Students explore these 
questions through fieldwork, the use of spatial technologies and investigation of a wide range of 
secondary sources. These methods underpin the development of a unique framework for understanding 
the world, enabling students to appreciate its complexity, the diversity and interactions of its 
environments, economies and cultures, and the processes that helped form and transform these. VCE 
Geography is designed around two key concepts: change and interconnection, emphasising increasing 
human interaction with environments, which has had, and continues to have, significant consequences.

. 
Unit 1: Hazards and disasters

In this unit, students undertake an overview of 
hazards before investigating two contrasting 
types of hazards and the responses to them by 
people. Hazards include a wide range of 
situations including those within local areas, 
such as fast moving traffic or the likelihood of 
coastal erosion, to regional and global hazards 
such as drought and infectious disease. 
Students examine the processes involved with 
hazards and hazard events, including their 
causes and impacts, human responses to 
hazard events and interconnections between 
human activities and natural phenomena. This 
unit investigates how people have responded 
to specific types of hazards, including attempts 
to reduce vulnerability to, and the impact of, 
hazard events.

Area of study 1

Characteristics of hazards

Area of study 2

Responses to hazards and disasters

Unit 2: Tourism

In this unit, students investigate the 
characteristics of tourism, with particular 
emphasis on where it has developed, its 
various forms, how it has changed and 
continues to change and its impacts on people, 
places and environments. The study of tourism 
at local, regional and global scales emphasizes 
the interconnection within and between places. 
There is an interconnection between places 
tourists originate from and their destinations 
through the development of communication 
and transport infrastructure, employment, 
together with cultural preservation and 
acculturation. The growth of tourism at all 
scales requires careful management to ensure 
environmentally sustainable and economically 
viable tourism. Students undertake fieldwork in 
this unit and report on fieldwork using the 
structure provided.

Area of study 1

Characteristics of tourism

Area of study 2

Impact of tourism
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Unit 3: Changing the land

This unit focuses on two investigations of 
geographical change: change to land cover and 
change to land use. Students investigate three 
major processes that are changing land cover in 
many regions of the world. Students 
investigate the distribution and causes of these 
three processes. At a local scale, students 
investigate land use change using appropriate 
fieldwork techniques and secondary sources. 
They investigate the scale of change, the 
reasons for change and the impacts of change. 
Students undertake fieldwork and produce a 
fieldwork report using the structure provided.

Area of study 1

Land use change

Area of study 2

Land cover change

Unit 4: Human population - trends and 
issues

In this unit, students investigate the geography 
of human populations. They explore the 
patterns of population change, movement and 
distribution, and how governments, 
organizations and individuals have responded to 
those changes in different parts of the world. 
Population movements such as voluntary and 
forced movements over long or short terms 
add further complexity to population structures 
and to economic, social, political and 
environmental conditions. 

Area of study 1

Population dynamics

Area of study 2

Population issues and challenges
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Description of VCE Studies

Health and Human 
Development
What is Health and Human Development all about?                            

VCE Health and Human Development students investigate health and human development in local, 
Australian and global communities. Health is a dynamic condition that is influenced by complex 
interrelationships between individuals and biomedical and behavioural factors, as well as physical and 
social environments.

Unit 1 : Understanding health and wellbeing

This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a 
concept with varied and evolving perspectives 
and definitions. It takes the view that health 
and wellbeing are subject to a wide range of 
contexts and interpretations, with different 
meanings for different people. As a foundation 
to the understanding of health, students 
investigate the World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) definition and also explore other 
interpretations. Wellbeing is a complex 
combination of all dimensions of health, 
characterised by an equilibrium in which the 
individual feels happy, healthy, capable and 
engaged. For the purposes of this study, 
students consider wellbeing to be an implicit 
element of health. 

Area of study 1

Health perspectives and influences 

Area of study 2

Health and nutrition 

Area of study 2

Youth health and wellbeing

Unit 2: Managing health and Development

This unit investigates transitions in health and 
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and 
societal perspectives. Students look at changes 
and expectations that are part of the 
progression from youth to adulthood. This unit 
promotes the application of health literacy skills 
through an examination of adulthood as a time 
of increasing independence and responsibility, 
involving the establishment of long-term 
relationships, possible considerations of 
parenthood and management of health-related 
milestones and changes. 

Area of study 1

Developmental transitions

Area of study 2

Health care in Australia

Area of study 3

Adult health and individual development
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Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised 
world

This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness 
as multidimensional, dynamic and subject to 
different interpretations and contexts. Students 
begin to explore health and wellbeing as a 
global concept and to take a broader approach 
to inquiry. As they consider the benefits of 
optimal health and wellbeing and its importance 
as an individual and a collective resource, their 
thinking extends to health as a universal right. 
Students look at the fundamental conditions 
required for health improvement, as stated by 
the World Health Organization (WHO). They 
use this knowledge as background to their 
analysis and evaluation of variations in the 
health status of Australians. Area of Study 2 
focuses on health promotion and 
improvements in population health over time. 

Area of study 1

Understanding health and wellbeing

Area of study 2

Promoting health and wellbeing

Unit 4: Health and human development in a 
global context

This unit examines health and wellbeing, and 
human development in a global context. 
Students use data to investigate health status 
and burden of disease in different countries, 
exploring factors that contribute to health 
inequalities between and within countries, 
including the physical, social and economic 
conditions in which people live. Students build 
their understanding of health in a global context 
through examining changes in burden of 
disease over time and studying the key 
concepts of sustainability and human 
development. They consider the health 
implications of increased globalisation and 
worldwide trends relating to climate change, 
digital technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at 
global action to improve health and wellbeing 
and human development, focusing on the 
United Nations’ (UN) Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the work of the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

Area of study 1

Health and wellbeing in a global context

Area of study 2

Health and the Sustainable Development Goals
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Description of VCE Studies

History
What is History all about?                           

History is the practice of understanding and making meaning of the past. It draws links between human 
experience and contemporary society and encourages students to develop sound research and 
presentation skills. Students will access a range of materials and evidence in order to explore both 
Australian and World History.

Unit 1:Twentieth Century History 1918–1939

The period after World War One was 
characterised by significant social and cultural 
change in the contrasting decades of the 1920s 
and 1930s. New fascist governments used the 
military, education and propaganda to impose 
controls on the way people lived, to exclude 
particular groups of people and to silence 
criticism. In Germany, the persecution of the 
Jewish people became intensified. In the 
USSR, millions of people were forced to work 
in state-owned factories and farms and had 
limited personal freedom. Japan became 
increasingly militarised and anti-western. In the 
USA, the consumerism and material progress 
of the 1920s was tempered by the Great Crash 
of 1929. Writers, artists, musicians, 
choreographers and filmmakers reflected, 
promoted or resisted political, economic and 
social changes.

Area of study 1

Ideology and conflict

Area of study 2

Social and cultural change

Unit 2:Twentieth Century History 1945–2000

Students explore the nature and impact of the 
Cold War and challenges and changes to 
existing political, economic and social 
arrangements in the second half of the 
twentieth century. The period also saw 
challenge and change to the established order 
in many countries. The continuation of moves 
towards decolonisation led to independence 
movements in former colonies in Africa, the 
Middle East, Asia and the Pacific. New 
countries were created and independence was 
achieved through both military and diplomatic 
means. Old conflicts also continued and 
terrorism became increasingly global. The 
second half of the twentieth century also saw 
the rise of social movements that challenged 
existing values and traditions, such as the civil 
rights movement, feminism and environmental 
movements.

Area of study 1

Competing ideologies

Area of study 2

Challenge and change
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Unit 3 and Unit 4: Revolutions 

Revolutions students investigate the significant 
historical causes and consequences of political 
revolution. Revolutions represent great 
ruptures in time and are a major turning point 
which brings about the collapse and destruction 
of an existing political order resulting in a 
pervasive change to society. Revolutions are 
caused by the interplay of ideas, events, 
individuals and popular movements. Their 
consequences have a profound effect on the 
political and social structures of the post-
revolutionary society. Revolution is a 
dramatically accelerated process whereby the 
new order attempts to create political and 
social change and transformation based on a 
new ideology. Progress in a postrevolutionary 
society is not guaranteed or inevitable. Post-
revolutionary regimes are often threatened 
internally by civil war and externally by foreign 
threats. These challenges can result in a 
compromise of revolutionary ideals and 
extreme measures of violence, oppression and 
terror.

Students study a possible two out of the 
following revolutions: 

• The American Revolution of 1776

• The French Revolution of 1789

• The Russian Revolution of 1917

• The Chinese Revolution of 1949

Area of study 1

Unit 3 and Unit 4, Causes of revolution

Area of study 2

Unit 3 and Unit 4, Consequences of revolution
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Description of VCE Studies

Legal Studies
What is Legal Studies all about?                          

Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system. 
Students develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights protection 
in Australia, and the justice system. Through applying knowledge of legal concepts and principles to a 
range of actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, students develop their ability to use legal reasoning to argue 
a case for or against a party in a civil or criminal matter. They consider and evaluate recent and 
recommended reforms to the criminal and civil justice systems, and engage in an analysis of the extent to 
which our legal institutions are effective and our justice system achieves the principles of justice.

Unit 1: Guilt and liability

Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social 
cohesion and protect the rights of individuals. 
Criminal law is aimed at maintaining social 
order and infringing criminal law can result in 
charges. Civil law deals with the infringement 
of a person’s or group’s rights and breaching 
civil law can result in litigation. In this unit 
students develop an understanding of legal 
foundations, such as the different types and 
sources of law and the existence of a court 
hierarchy in Victoria.

Area of study 1

Legal foundations

Area of study 2

The presumption of innocence

Area of study 3

Civil liability

Unit 2: Sanctions, remedies and rights

Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights 
of individuals. When rights are infringed, a case or 
dispute may arise which needs to be determined 
or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be 
imposed. This unit focuses on the enforcement of 
criminal law and civil law, the methods and 
institutions that may be used to determine a 
criminal case or resolve a civil dispute, and the 
purposes and types of sanctions and remedies 
and their effectiveness. Students undertake a 
detailed investigation of two criminal cases and 
two civil cases from the past four years to form a 
judgment about the ability of sanctions and 
remedies to achieve the principles of justice. 
Students develop their understanding of the way 
rights are protected in Australia and in another 
country, and possible reforms to the protection of 
rights. They examine a significant case in relation 
to the protection of rights in Australia.

Area of study 1

Sanctions

Area of study 2

Remedies

Area of study 3

Rights
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Unit 3: Rights and justice

In this unit, students examine the methods and 
institutions in the justice system and consider 
their appropriateness in determining criminal 
cases and resolving civil disputes. Students 
consider the Magistrates’ Court, County Court 
and Supreme Court within the Victorian court 
hierarchy, as well as other Victorian legal 
institutions and bodies available to assist with 
cases. Students explore matters such as the 
rights available to an accused and to victims in 
the criminal justice system, the roles of the 
judge, jury, legal practitioners and the parties, 
and the ability of sanctions and remedies to 
achieve their purposes. Students investigate 
the extent to which the principles of justice are 
upheld in the justice system. They discuss 
recent reforms from the past four years and 
recommended reforms to enhance the ability 
of the justice system to achieve the principles 
of justice.

Area of study 1 

The Victorian criminal justice system

Area of study 2

The Victorian civil justice system

Unit 4: The people and the law

The study of Australia’s laws and legal system 
involves an understanding of institutions that 
make and reform our laws, and the relationship 
between the Australian people, the Australian 
Constitution and law-making bodies. In this 
unit, students explore how the Australian 
Constitution establishes the lawmaking powers 
of the Commonwealth and state parliaments, 
and protects the Australian people through 
structures that act as a check on parliament in 
law-making. Students develop an 
understanding of the significance of the High 
Court in protecting and interpreting the 
Australian Constitution. They investigate 
parliament and the courts, and the relationship 
between the two in law-making, and consider 
the roles of the individual, the media and law 
reform bodies in influencing law reform.

Area of study 1

The people and the Australian Constitution

Area of study 2

The people, the parliament and the courts
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Description of VCE Studies

Literature 
What is Literature all about?                          

In VCE Literature students undertake close reading of texts and analyse how language and literary 
elements and techniques function within a text. Emphasis is placed on recognition of a text’s complexity 
and meaning and on consideration of how that meaning is embodied in its literary form. The study 
provides opportunities for reading deeply, widely and critically, responding analytically and creatively, and 
appreciating the aesthetic merit of texts.

Unit 1: Approaches to literature

In this unit students focus on the ways in 
which the interaction between text and reader 
creates meaning. Students’ analyses of the 
features and conventions of texts help them 
develop increasingly discriminating responses 
to a range of literary forms and styles. Students 
respond critically, creatively and reflectively to 
the ideas and concerns

of texts and gain insights into how texts 
function as representations of human 
experience. They develop familiarity with key 
terms, concepts and practices that equip them 
for further studies in literature. They develop an 
awareness of how the views and values that 
readers hold may influence the reading of a 
text.

Area of study 1

Reading practices

Area of study 2

Ideas and concerns in texts

Unit 2: Context and connections

In this unit students explore the ways literary 
texts connect with each other and with the 
world. They deepen their examination of the 
ways their own culture and the cultures 
represented in texts can influence their 
interpretations and shape different meanings. 
Drawing on a range of literary texts, students 
consider the relationships between

authors, audiences and contexts. Ideas, 
language and structures of different texts from 
past and present eras and/or cultures are 
compared and contrasted. Students analyse 
the similarities and differences across texts and 
establish connections between them. They 
engage in close reading of texts and create 
analytical responses that are evidence-based. 
By experimenting with textual structures and 
language features, students understand how 
imaginative texts are informed by close 
analysis.

Area of study 1

The text, the reader and their contexts

Area of study 2

Exploring connections between texts
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Unit 3: Form and transformation

In this unit students consider how the form of a 
text affects meaning, and how writers 
construct their texts. They investigate ways 
writers adapt and transform texts and how 
meaning is affected as texts are adapted and 
transformed. They consider how the 
perspectives of those adapting texts may 
inform or influence the adaptations.

Students draw on their study of adaptations 
and transformations to develop creative 
responses to texts. Students develop their 
skills in communicating ideas in both written 
and oral forms.

Area of study 1 

Adaptations and transformations

Area of study 2

Creative responses to texts

Unit 4: Interpreting texts 

In this unit students develop critical and 
analytic responses to texts. They consider the 
context of their responses to texts as well as 
the ideas explored in the texts, the style of the 
language and points of view. They investigate 
literary criticism informing both the reading and 
writing of texts. Students develop an informed 
and sustained interpretation supported by close 
textual analysis. For the purposes of this unit, 
literary criticism is characterised by extended,

informed and substantiated views on texts and 
may include reviews, peer-reviewed articles 
and transcripts of speeches.

Area of study 1

Literary perspectives

Area of study 2

Close analysis
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Description of VCE Studies

Mathematics 
What is Mathematics all about?                         

This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way 
which takes into account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of students, 
and introduces them to key aspects of the discipline. It is also designed to promote students’ awareness 
of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in a technological society, and to develop confidence 
and the disposition to make effective use of mathematical concepts, processes and skills in practical and 
theoretical contexts.

Units 1 and 2 General Mathematics    Mathematical Methods    Specialist Mathematics

Units 3 and 4    Further Mathematics   Mathematical Methods    Specialist Mathematics

Unit 1 - General Mathematics

Areas of study 

Algebra and structure

Arithmetic and number

Discrete mathematics

Geometry, measurement and trigonometry

Graphs of linear and non-linear relations

Statistics

Unit 2 - General Mathematics

Areas of study 

Algebra and structure

Arithmetic and number

Discrete mathematics

Geometry, measurement and trigonometry

Graphs of linear and non-linear relations

Statistics

To study VCE Mathematics students are required to pass Year 10 Mathematics. All the topics 
involve required previous understanding of skills and concepts from the Year 7 to 10 Curriculum. 
After successful completion of both Units 1 and 2 General Mathematics, students can proceed to 
Unit 3 and 4 Further Mathematics.
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Unit 3 - Further Mathematics

Areas of study:

Data analysis

Recursion and financial modelling

The above two compulsory modules make up 
this area of study.

Unit 4 - Further Mathematics

Areas of study:

Matrices

Networks and decision mathematics

Geometry and measurement

Graphs and relations

The teacher will select two of these four 
optional modules for this area of study.

To study Further Mathematics, you need to pass two units of General Mathematics or Methods. 
While the ideas of Further Mathematics are more simple than the other VCE Mathematics, there 
are high level analysis and problem solving skills required to perform to a high level in this subject.
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Unit 1 - Mathematical Methods 

Areas of study: 

Functions and graphs

Algebra

Calculus

Probability and statistics

Unit 2 - Mathematical Methods 

Areas of study: 

Functions and graphs Algebra

Calculus

Probability and statistics

Mathematical Methods students are expected to apply techniques, "30 routines and processes" 
involving rational and real arithmetic, algebraic manipulation, equation solving, graph sketching, 
differentiation and integration with and without the use of technology.

Unit 3 - Mathematical Methods 

Areas of study:

Functions and graphs

Algebra

Calculus

Probability and statistics

The teacher will select unit 3 topics from these 
areas of study and teach the remaining topics 
in unit 4.

Unit 4 - Mathematical Methods 

Areas of study:

Functions and graphs

Algebra

Calculus

Probability and statistics

The teacher will select unit 4 topics from the 
areas of study that were not covered in unit 3.

It is essential to successfully complete Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 before taking Units 3 & 
4. There is a high volume of content in Mathematical Methods and students will be required to
complete a significant amount of extra work out of the class.
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Unit 1- Specialist Mathematics 

Areas of study: 

Algebra and structure

Arithmetic and number

Discrete mathematics

Geometry, measurement and trigonometry

Graphs of linear and non-linear relations

Statistics

Certain topics within these areas of study are 
compulsory and others will be determined by 
the teacher.

Unit 2- Specialist Mathematics

Areas of study:

Algebra and structure

Arithmetic and number

Discrete mathematics

Geometry, measurement and trigonometry 

Graphs of linear and non-linear relations 

Statistics

Certain topics within these areas of study are 

compulsory and others will be determined by 

the teacher.

Unit 3- Specialist Mathematics 

Areas of study:

Functions and graphs

Algebra

Calculus

Vectors

Mechanics

Probability and statistics

Unit 4- Specialist Mathematics 

Areas of study:

Functions and graphs

Algebra

Calculus

Vectors

Mechanics

Probability and statistics

Enrolment in Units 3 and 4 Specialist Mathematics requires satisfactory completion of Units 1 and 
2 Specialist Mathematics and assumes concurrent study or previous satisfactory completion of 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. The ideas in Specialist Mathematics are conceptually 
complex. Students will need to be able to engage with difficult concepts and apply patience and 
persistence to develop the required theoretical understanding.
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Description of VCE Studies

Media
What is Media all about?                       

Media is the study of examining the media in both historical and contemporary contexts to understand its 
development, construction, structure and effect on media consumers and producers. It includes analysing 
narratives, technologies and processes from different perspectives, which ultimately leads to discussing 
how it affects the production, distribution, consumption and reception on audiences. Students not only 
grasp theoretical underpinnings of the media, but they also develop practical skills in media design and 
production in a range of media forms.

Unit 1: Media forms, representations and 
Australian stories

The relationship between audiences and the 
media is dynamic and changing. Audiences 
engage with media products in many ways. 
They share a common language with media 
producers and construct meanings from the 
representations within a media product. In this 
unit students develop an understanding of 
audiences and the core concepts underpinning 
the construction of representations and 
meaning in different media forms. They explore 
media codes and conventions and the 
construction of meaning in media products.

Area of Study 1

Media representations

Area of Study 2

Media forms in production

Area of Study 3

Australian Stories

Unit 2: Narrative across media forms

Fictional and non-fictional narratives are 
fundamental to the media and are found in all 
media forms. New media forms and 
technologies enable participants to design, 
create and distribute narratives in hybrid forms 
such as collaborative and user-generated 
content, which challenges the traditional 
understanding of narrative form and content. In 
this unit students further develop an 
understanding of the concept of narrative in 
media products and forms in different contexts 
by analysing the influence of developments in 
media technologies on individuals and society, 
and designing and creating narratives using 
media codes and conventions.

Area of Study 1

Narrative, style and genre

Area of Study 2

Narrative in production

Area of Study 3

Media and change
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Unit 3: Media narratives and pre-production

In this unit students explore stories that 
circulate in society through media narratives. 
They consider the use of media codes and 
conventions to structure meaning, and how 
this construction is influenced by the social, 
cultural, ideological and institutional contexts of 
production, distribution, consumption and 
reception. Students assess how audiences 
from different periods of time and contexts are 
engaged by, consume and read narratives using 
appropriate media language. They also begin 
the pre-production stage of the media 
production process to design the production of 
a media product for a specified audience 
through investigating possible media forms, 
and experimenting with media technologies.

Area of Study 1

Narrative and ideology

Area of Study 2

Media production development

Area of Study 3

Media production design

Unit 4: Media production and issues in the 
media

In this unit students focus on the production 
and post-production stages of the media 
production process, bringing the media 
production design created in Unit 3 to its 
realisation. They refine their media production 
in response to feedback and through personal 
reflection, documenting the stages and 
changes of their production as they work 
towards completion. Students also explore the 
relationship between the media and audiences, 
focusing on the opportunities and challenges 
afforded by current developments in the media 
industry. They consider the nature of 
communication between the media and 
audiences, explore the capacity of the media to 
be used by governments, institutions and 
audiences, and analyse the role of the 
Australian government in regulating the media.

Area of Study 1

Media production

Area of Study 2

Agency and control in and of the media
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Description of VCE Studies

Physical Education
What is Physical Education all about?

VCE Physical Education explores the complex interrelationships between anatomical, biomechanical, 
physiological and skill acquisition principles to understand their role in producing and refining movement, 
and examines behavioural, psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and 
participation in physical activity. The assimilation of theoretical understanding and practice is central to the 
study of VCE Physical Education. Students participate in practical activities to examine the core concepts 
that underpin movement and that influence performance and participation in physical activity, sport and 
exercise. Through integrated physical, written, oral and digital learning experiences, students apply 
theoretical concepts and reflect critically on factors that affect all levels of performance and participation in 
sport, exercise and physical activity.

Unit 1: The human body in motion

In this unit students explore how the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems 
work together to produce movement. Through 
practical activities students explore the 
relationships between the body systems and 
physical activity, sport and exercise, and how the 
systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the 
activity. Students investigate the role and function 
of the main structures in each system and how 
they respond to physical activity, sport and 
exercise. They explore how the capacity and 
functioning of each system acts as an enabler or 
barrier to movement and participation in physical 
activity. Using a contemporary approach, students 
evaluate the social, cultural and environmental 
influences on movement. They consider the 
implications of the use of legal and illegal 
practices to improve the performance of the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, 
evaluating perceived benefits and describing 
potential harms. They also recommend and 
implement strategies to minimise the risk of 
illness or injury to each system. 

Area of study 1

How does the musculoskeletal system work to 
produce movement?

Area of study 2

How does the cardiorespiratory system 
function at rest and during physical activity?

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society

This unit develops students’ understanding of 
physical activity, sport and society from a 
participatory perspective. Students are 
introduced to types of physical activity and the 
role participation in physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour plays in their own health 
and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives 
in different population groups. Through a series 
of practical activities, students experience and 
explore different types of physical activity 
promoted in their own and different population 
groups. They gain an appreciation of the level 
of physical activity required for health benefits. 
Students investigate how participation in 
physical activity varies across the lifespan. They 
explore a range of factors that influence and 
facilitate participation in regular physical 
activity. They collect data to determine 
perceived enablers of and barriers to physical 
activity and the ways in which opportunities for 
participation in physical activity can be 
extended in various communities, social, 
cultural and environmental contexts. Students 
investigate individual and population-based 
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consequences of physical inactivity and 
sedentary behaviour. They then create and 
participate in an activity plan that meets the 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
guidelines relevant to the particular population 
group being studied. Students apply various 
methods to assess physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour levels at the individual and 
population level, and analyse the data in 
relation to physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines. Students study and apply 
the social-ecological model and/or the Youth 
Physical Activity Promotion Model to critique a 
range of individual- and settings-based 
strategies that are effective in promoting 
participation in some form of regular physical 
activity.

Area of study 1

What are the relationships between physical 
activity, sport, health and society?

Area of study 2

What are the contemporary issues associated 
with physical activity and sport?

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for 
physical activity

This unit introduces students to the 
biomechanical and skill acquisition principles 
used to analyse human movement skills and 
energy production from a physiological 
perspective. Students use a variety of tools and 
techniques to analyse movement skills and 
apply biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles to improve and refine movement in 
physical activity, sport and exercise. They use 
practical activities to demonstrate how correct 
application of these principles can lead to 
improved performance in physical activity and 
sport. Students investigate the relative 
contribution and interplay of the three energy 
systems to performance in physical activity, 
sport and exercise. In particular, they 
investigate the characteristics of each system 
and the interplay of the systems during 
physical activity. Students explore the causes 
of fatigue and consider different strategies 

used to postpone fatigue and promote 
recovery.

Area of study 1

How are movement skills improved? 

Area of study 2

How does the body produce energy? 

Unit 4: Training to improve performance

In this unit students analyse movement skills 
from a physiological, psychological and 
sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant 
training principles and methods to improve 
performance within physical activity at an 
individual, club and elite level. Improvements in 
performance, in particular fitness, depend on 
the ability of the individual and/ or coach to 
gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and 
understanding of training. Students analyse skill 
frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates 
and work to rest ratios to determine the 
requirements of an activity. Students consider 
the physiological, psychological and sociological 
requirements of training to design and evaluate 
an effective training program. Students 
participate in a variety of training sessions 
designed to improve or maintain fitness and 
evaluate the effectiveness of different training 
methods. Students critique the effectiveness 
of the implementation of training principles and 
methods to meet the needs of the individual, 
and evaluate the chronic adaptations to training 
from a theoretical perspective.

Area of study 1

What are the foundations of an effective 
training program? 

Area of study 2

How is training implemented effectively to 
improve fitness? 
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Description of VCE Studies

Physics
What is Physics all about?                  

Physics is a natural science based on observations, experiments, measurements and mathematical 
analysis with the purpose of finding quantitative explanations for phenomena occurring from the 
subatomic scale through to the planets, stellar systems and galaxies in the Universe. While much 
scientific understanding in physics has stood the test of time, many other areas continue to evolve. In 
Physics, students develop their understanding of the roles of careful and systematic experimentation and 
modelling in the development of theories and laws. 

Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical 
world?

Ideas in physics are dynamic. As physicists 
explore concepts, theories evolve. Often this 
requires the detection, description and 
explanation of things that cannot be seen. In 
this unit, students explore how physics 
explains phenomena, at various scales, which 
are not always visible to the unaided human 
eye. They examine some of the fundamental 
ideas and models used by physicists in an 
attempt to understand and explain the world. 
Students consider thermal concepts by 
investigating heat, probe common analogies 
used to explain electricity and consider the 
origins and formation of matter. Students use 
thermodynamic principles to explain 
phenomena related to changes in thermal 
energy. They apply thermal laws when 
investigating energy transfers within and 
between systems and assess the impact of 
human use of energy on the environment. 

Area of study 1

How can thermal effects be explained?

Area of study 2

How do electric circuits work?

Area of study 3

What is matter and how is it formed?

Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about 
the physical world?

Students explore the power of experiments in 
developing models and theories. They 
investigate a variety of phenomena by making 
their own observations and generating 
questions, which in turn lead to experiments. 
Students make direct observations of physics 
phenomena and examine the ways in which 
phenomena that may not be directly observable 
can be explored through indirect observations. 
In the core component of this unit, students 
investigate the ways in which forces are 
involved both in moving objects and in keeping 
objects stationary. Students choose one of 
twelve options related to astrobiology, 
astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, 
electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear 
energy, nuclear physics, optics and sound and 
sports science. 

Area of study 1

How can motion be described and explained?

Area of study 2

Options

Area of study 3

Practical investigation
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Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and 
electricity?

In this unit, students explore the importance of 
energy in explaining and describing the physical 
world. They examine the production of 
electricity and its delivery to homes. Students 
consider the field model as a construct that has 
enabled an understanding of why objects move 
when they are not apparently in contact with 
other objects. Applications of concepts related 
to fields include the transmission of electricity 
over large distances and the design and 
operation of particle accelerators. They explore 
the interactions, effects and applications of 
gravitational, electric and magnetic fields. 
Students use Newton’s laws to investigate 
motion in one and two dimensions and are 
introduced to Einstein’s theories to explain the 
motion of very fast objects. 

Area of study 1

How do things move without contact?

Area of study 2

How are fields used to move electrical energy?

Area of study 3

How fast can things go?

Unit 4: How can two contradictory models 
explain both light and matter?

In this unit, students explore the use of wave 
and particle theories to model the properties of 
light and matter. They examine how the 
concept of the wave is used to explain the 
nature of light and explore its limitations in 
describing light behaviour. Students further 
investigate light by using a particle model to 
explain its behaviour. A wave model is also 
used to explain the behaviour of matter, which 
enables students to consider the relationship 
between light and matter. Students learn to 
think beyond the concepts experienced in 
everyday life to study the physical world from a 
new perspective. 

Area of study 1

How can waves explain the behaviour of light?

Area of study 2

How are light and matter similar?

Area of study 3

Practical investigation
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Description of VCE Studies

Psychology
What is Psychology all about?                

Psychology enables students to explore how people think, feel and behave through the use of a 
biopsychosocial approach. As a scientific model, this approach considers biological, psychological and 
social factors and their complex interactions in the understanding of psychological phenomena. The study 
explores the connection between the brain and behaviour by focusing on several key interrelated aspects 
of the discipline: the interplay between genetics and environment, individual differences and group 
dynamics, sensory perception and awareness, memory and learning, and mental health.

Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental 
processes shaped?

Human development involves changes in 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours. In this unit, 
students investigate the structure and 
functioning of the human brain and the role it 
plays in the overall functioning of the human 
nervous system. Students explore brain 
plasticity and the influence that brain damage 
may have on a person’s psychological 
functioning. They consider the complex nature 
of psychological development, including 
situations where psychological development 
may not occur as expected. Students examine 
the contribution that classical and 
contemporary studies have made to an 
understanding of the human brain and its 
functions, and to the development of different 
psychological models and theories used to 
predict and explain the development of 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours.

Area of study 1

How does the brain function?

Area of study 2

What influences psychological development?

Area of study 3

Student-directed research investigation

Unit 2: How do external factors influence 
behaviour and mental processes?

A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours 
are influenced by a variety of biological, 
psychological and social factors. In this unit, 
students investigate how perception of stimuli 
enables a person to interact with the world 
around them and how their perception of 
stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role 
social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 
perception of themselves and relationships 
with others. Students explore a variety of 
factors and contexts that can influence the 
behaviour of an individual and groups. 

Area of study 1

What influences a person’s perception of the 
world?

Area of study 2

How are people influenced to behave in 
particular ways?

Area of study 3

Student-directed practical investigation
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Unit 3: How does experience affect 
behaviour and mental processes?

The nervous system influences behaviour and 
the way people experience the world. Students 
examine both macro-level and micro-level 
functioning of the nervous system to explain 
how the human nervous system enables a 
person to interact with the world around them. 
They explore how stress may affect a person’s 
psychological functioning and consider the 
causes and management of stress. Students 
investigate how mechanisms of memory and 
learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, 
the development of new capacities and 
changed behaviours. Students examine the 
contribution that classical and contemporary 
research has made to the understanding of the 
structure and function of the nervous system, 
and to the understanding of biological, 
psychological and social factors that influence 
learning and memory.

Area of study 1

How does the nervous system enable 
psychological functioning?

Area of study 2

How do people learn and remember?

Unit 4: How is wellbeing developed and 
maintained?

Consciousness and mental health are two of 
many psychological constructs that can be 
explored by studying the relationship between 
the mind, brain and behaviour. Students 
examine consciousness and how changes in 
levels of consciousness can affect mental 
processes and behaviour. Students explore the 
concept of a mental health continuum and 
apply a biopsychosocial approach, as a 
scientific model, to analyse mental health and 
disorder. They use specific phobia to illustrate 
how the development and management of a 
mental disorder can be considered as an 
interaction between biological, psychological 
and social factors. 

Area of study 1

How do levels of consciousness affect mental 
processes and behaviour?

Area of study 2

What influences mental wellbeing?

Area of study 3

Practical investigation
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Description of VCE Studies

Religion and Society
What is Religion and Society all about?                

The study of religion and society can assist students in reaching a deeper, balanced understanding of 
societies and cultures in which multiple worldviews coexist. Students explore how such societies and 
their religious traditions negotiate significant ethical issues. This study offers an insight into the religious 
beliefs and other aspects of religion that express these value systems. Students study the role of religions 
in supporting adherents to grapple with the big questions of human existence and to respond to 
significant life experiences.

Unit 1: Religion in society

In this unit students explore the origins of 
religion and its role in the development of 
society, identifying the nature and purpose of 
religion over time. They investigate the 
contribution of religion generally to the 
development of human society. They also 
focus on the role of religious traditions over 
time in shaping personal and group identity. 
Students examine how individuals, groups and 
new ideas have affected and continue to affect 
religious traditions. The unit provides an 
opportunity for students to understand the 
often complex relationships that exist between 
individuals, groups, new ideas and religious 
traditions broadly and in the Australian society 
in which they live.

Area of study 1

The nature and purpose of religion

Area of study 2

Religion through the ages

Area of study 3

Religion in Australia

Unit 2: Ethics and morality

How do we know what is good? How do we 
make decisions in situations where it is unclear 
what is good or not good? Do we accept what 
society defines as good? What are the 
principles that guide decision making? Ethics is 
concerned with discovering the perspectives 
that guide practical moral judgment. Studying 
ethics involves identifying the arguments and 
analysing the reasoning, and any other 
influences, behind these perspectives and 
moral judgments. 

Area of study 1

Ethical decision-making and moral judgment

Area of study 2

Religion and ethics

Area of study 3

Ethical issues in society
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Unit 3: The search for meaning

In this unit students study the purposes of 
religion generally and then consider the 
religious beliefs developed by one or more than 
one religious tradition or denomination in 
response to the big questions of life. Students 
study how particular beliefs within one or more 
than one religious tradition or denomination 
may be expressed through the other aspects of 
religion, and explore how this is intended to 
foster meaning for adherents. Students then 
consider the interaction between significant life 
experience and religion.

Area of study 1

Responding to the search for meaning

Area of study 2

Expressing meaning

Area of study 3

Significant life experience and religious beliefs 
and faith

Unit 4: Challenge and response

In this unit students explore challenge for 
religious traditions generally over time and then 
undertake a study of challenge and change for 
one or more than one religious tradition or 
denomination. Religious tradition/s or 
denomination/s are to be selected from one or 
more than one of the following: Buddhism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism.

Area of study 1

Challenge and response

Area of study 2

Interaction of religion and society
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Description of VCE Studies

Studio Arts
What is Studio Arts all about?                

The study establishes effective art practices through the application of an individual design process to 
assist the student’s production of a folio of artworks. The theoretical component of this study is an 
important basis for studio practice as it offers students a model for inquiry that can support their art 
making practices.

Unit 1: Studio inspiration and techniques

In this unit, students focus on developing an 
individual understanding of the stages of studio 
practice and learn how to explore, develop, 
refine, resolve and present artworks. Students 
also research and analyse the ways in which 
artists from different times and cultures have 
developed their studio practice to interpret and 
express ideas, source inspiration and apply 
materials and techniques in artworks.

Area of study 1

Researching and recording ideas

Area of study 2

Studio practice

Area of study 3

Interpreting art ideas and use of materials and 
techniques

Unit 2: Studio exploration and concepts

In this unit students focus on establishing and 
using a studio practice to produce artworks. 
The studio practice includes the formulation 
and use of an individual approach to 
documenting sources of inspiration, and 
experimentation with selected materials and 
techniques relevant to specific art forms. Using 
a range of art periods, movements or styles, 
students develop a broader knowledge about 
the history of art.

Area of study 1

Exploration of studio practice and development 
of artworks

Area of study 2

Ideas and styles in artworks
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Unit 3: Studio practices and processes

In this unit students focus on the 
implementation of an individual studio process 
leading to the production of a range of potential 
directions. Students develop and use an 
exploration proposal to define an area of 
creative exploration. They plan and apply a 
studio process to explore and develop their 
individual ideas. The study of artists and their 
work practices and processes may provide 
inspiration for students’ own approaches to art 
making. Students investigate and analyse the 
responses of artists to a wide range of source 
material and examine their use of materials and 
techniques.

Area of study 1

Exploration proposal

Area of study 2

Studio process

Area of study 3

Artists and studio practices

Unit 4: Studio practice and art industry 
contexts

Students focus on the planning, production and 
evaluation required to develop, refine and 
present artworks that link cohesively according 
to the ideas resolved in Unit 3. Once the 
artworks have been made, students provide an 
evaluation. This unit also investigates aspects 
of artists’ involvement in the art industry, 
focusing on a least two different exhibitions. 
Students investigate the methods and 
considerations of the artist and/or curator 
involved in the preparation, presentation and 
conservation of artworks displayed in 
exhibitions in at least two different galleries or 
exhibitions. 

Area of study 1

Production and presentation of artworks

Area of study 2

Evaluation

Area of study 3

Art industry contexts
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Description of VCE Studies

Texts and Traditions
What is Texts and Traditions all about?               

Texts and Traditions explores the relationship between a religious tradition and its core text. Minaret 
College was the first school in Victoria to offer Islamic Tradition. Students will learn about the relationship 
between Islam and the Quran. There is no expectation or pre-requisite for this subject except for the rule 
that Unit 3 is a pre-requisite for Unit 4. Students with good background knowledge of Islam would find the 
subject easier than those without it.

Unit 1: Texts in traditions

This unit examines the place of texts and their 
literary forms within a religious tradition. 
Story-telling is one of the major literary forms in 
religious traditions; other forms include law, 
prophecy, sacred songs, reflection and 
instruction. This unit explores the importance 
of texts at the source of a tradition and how we 
might find and describe their meaning for the 
earlier and continuing tradition. The discovery 
of meaning in a religious text is known as 
exegesis. This unit introduces the student to 
basic methods of exegesis to bring about a 
deeper awareness of the meaning of texts to 
the religious tradition. This unit also explores 
how texts have been used by people both 
within and beyond the religious tradition as a 
means of bringing meaning to the text, or using 
the text to bring meaning to issues or ideas in a 
new cultural setting.

Area of study 1

Exploring literary forms

Area of study 2

The formation and exegesis of text

Area of study 3

Later uses and interpretations of sacred texts.

Unit 2: Texts in society

In this unit, texts are studied as a means of 
investigating themes such as justice, racism 
and gender roles. Therefore, the texts selected 
for study should be potential sources of ideas 
about these or other themes in society. Some 
of the texts may call for change in attitudes and 
values; others may call for changes in social, 
religious and political institutions. Some texts 
may justify or support existing social, religious 
and political institutions.

Area of study 1

Sacred texts in the past

Area of study 2

Sacred texts today

Area of study 3

Comparing religious traditions
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Unit 3: Texts and the early tradition

The texts of a particular religious tradition can 
be seen to be foundational in that they recount 
specific events, narratives, laws and teachings 
that describe the beginnings and initial 
development of a religious tradition’s history. In 
this unit, students develop an understanding of 
the chosen set text is a response to particular 
social, cultural, religious, political and historical 
needs and events. They explore the formation 
of the text itself, the intended audience of that 
text, and the message or teaching found within 
the text. The students become familiar with the 
nature of Exegetical Method being used today 
by scholars in the religious tradition of their 
particular test.  

Area of study 1

The background of the tradition

Area of study 2

Thematic and literary aspects of the set texts

Area of study 3

Interpreting texts - Exegesis (Part 1)

 

Unit 4: Texts and their teachings

In this unit students continue to apply 
exegetical methods to the passages for special 
study begun in unit 3, but to greater depth.

Some of the themes contained in the 
foundational texts have been reinterpreted at 
different times by the tradition. In this unit a 
significant idea, belief or social theme 
contained in the set text will be studied, and 
the interpretation of the text in light of the idea, 
belief or theme considered. 

Area of study 1

Interpreting texts – Exegesis (Part 2)

Area of study 2

Religious ideas, beliefs and social themes
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Application for Catch Up or extension for 
School Assessed Coursework (SAC) 

Date of application

Name of student / Signature

Students email ID

Class

Original Date of SAC

Proposed date of extension 
(By Subject Teachers)

Name/Signature of parent

Name/Signature of subject teacher

Name of subject and unit 

Catch up SAC day and time
(Teacher ticks (  ) the option below.)

Subject teacher writes the Catch-up SAC date below.

Wednesday     (3.35pm—4.35pm)

Thursday         (3.35pm—4.35pm)

Reason for SAC absence
(Student ticks (  ) the reason below.)

Subject teacher writes the Catch-up SAC date below.

Illness/Injury Medical Certificate/Doctor’s Letter

School Event (Excursion/incursion 
camp, debate etc.)

Attach a note through YLC approved by HOSS.

Any other reason Attach a note through YLC approved by HOSS.

Supervising Teacher Name:

Supervising Teacher Signature:

NOTES
•  The application for extension must be lodged at least one working day prior to the scheduled  
 assessment.

•  Rescheduling of SAC will not be granted more than two weeks from the date of the original SAC.

•  Parents will be responsible to arrange the pick-up of their child on the day he/she writes the catch-up SAC.

•  Application form will not be accepted without the Evidence Attached.
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Partnership with TSFX
TSFX (The School of Excellence) is a leading Australian provider of high-quality educational courses, 
resources and services for VCE students. As part of our VCE Support program to students, Minaret 
College has established a partnership with TSFX in order to enhance the capacity of our Senior Secondary 
School students in their VCE Program and ultimately lead to better outcomes in their overall VCE results. 

Starting from 2020, Minaret College has sponsored potential VCE High Achievers to enroll in TSFX 
programs including Master Classes, Winter/Summer Classes and Study Skills sessions. The Exam 
Revision Lectures in various VCE Unit 3&4 subjects including VCE English have also been offered to all 
students in 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19.

Minaret College is committed to provide academic support in the best way possible to our VCE students 
and the partnership with TSFX is an example to facilitate our support in 2020 and beyond. 

Eligibility Criteria* for Minaret College-TSFX Scholarships:

• Students who have achieved an average of 85% or above in VCE Unit 1 or 2.

• Outsanding GAT results.

• Students who have gained approval by Head of Senior School to study VCE units 3 & 4 without 
completing units 1 & 2 (if the subject is offered by TSFX).

• Any student who qualifies for TSFX College sponsored tuition may choose to attend either the 
weekend classes or enrol online (if he/she cannot attend the class in person).

• Parents shall be responsible for providing transportation for their children who choose to attend the 
weekend Master Class in the city.

• Eligible students and their parents will be required to sign an agreement with the College regarding 
attendance. 

• Attendance shall be compulsory for students who accept the extra support provided by the College. 
The College reserves the right to withdraw its sponsorship for student who is absent for three days 
without a valid reason e.g. medical certificate. 

* Eligibility criteria in 2020

The following VCE Unit 3&4 subjects are offered to Minaret College students through our 
partnership with TSFX*:

1. Accounting

2. Biology

3. Business Management

4. Chemistry

5. English

6. Further Mathematics

7. Health and Human Development

8. Legal Studies

9. Mathematical Methods

10. Physics

11. Psychology

12. Specialist Mathematics

* Subjects offered in 2020

Through the partnership with TSFX, Minaret College teachers can also enroll in any of the online courses 
offered by TSFX and attend all TSFX exams preparation and revision lectures.

NOTES
•  The application for extension must be lodged at least one working day prior to the scheduled  
 assessment.

•  Rescheduling of SAC will not be granted more than two weeks from the date of the original SAC.

•  Parents will be responsible to arrange the pick-up of their child on the day he/she writes the catch-up SAC.

•  Application form will not be accepted without the Evidence Attached.
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Authentication information and all study descriptions are sourced 
from VCAA website. Please refer to the links below:

VCE Subject information

Source:

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/Pages/vce-study-designs.aspx

VCE Administration information

Source:

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/handbook/2020/VCEVCALAdminHandbook2020.pdf
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www.minaret.vic.edu.au

HEAD OFFICE SPRINGVALE  36-38 Lewis Street, Springvale VIC 3171  T 03 9574 0567
OFFICER CAMPUS  67 Tivendale Road, Officer VIC 3809  T 03 5943 2058
DOVETON PRIMARY CAMPUS COMMENCING 2021  146 Kidds Road, Doveton VIC 3177
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